Vice  cops  raid 
lesbian  party 

Organizers  and  attendees  of  a  private  event  in 
Los  Angeles  charge  the  police  with  racism , 
homophobia,  and  excessive  force 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

LOS  ANGELES — Charging  the  police 
with  homophobia  and  racism,  lesbians  here 
are  outraged  by  the  Feb.  22  raid  of  a  private 
benefit  party.  Organizers,  as  well  as 
participants  at  the  event,  allege  that  police 
used  unnecessary  violence  to  break  up  a  party 
that  was  neither  threatening  nor  out  of 
control. 

“What  [the  police]  did  was  not  warranted 
by  the  conditions  of  the  party.  There  were  too 
many  cops  and  too  many  squad  cars  there," 
said  Pam  Gregg,  one  of  the  event's 
organizers.  “The  hostility  had  to  do  with  the 
fact  that  we  were  dykes  and  [that]  a  lot  of 
women  of  color  [were]  there.” 

Catherine  Opie,  who  attended  that  party, 
told  GCN  that  she  saw  the  police  being  “very 
rough”  with  many  of  the  women,  and  said 
she  felt  that  there  was  no  reason  for 
handcuffs  to  have  been  used.  “It  was  really 
scary  the  way  they  came  in  and  just  took  over 
the  scene,”  she  said. 

An  ‘underground  party’ 

The  party  was  sponsored  by  a  new  lesbian 
literary  and  arts  magazine,  Scream  Box ,  as  a 
fundraiser  for  its  second  issue.  Space  was 
rented  for  the  party  from  Los  Angeles 
Contemporary  Exhibitions  (LACE),  a 
downtown  art  gallery.  Organizers  said  that 
approximately  200  women  were  present 
when  the  police  stormed  the  party. 

During  the  course  of  the  raid,  four  women 
were  handcuffed  and  five  were  given 
citations  for  misdemeanor  criminal 
violations.  Only  one  of  the  women  cited  was 
involved  with  organizing  the  party,  and  four 
of  the  five  were  women  of  color. 

According  to  Capt.  Jerry  Conner, 
commanding  officer  at  Los  Angeles’  Central 
Area  police  station,  officers  broke  up  the 
event  because  they  believed  it  was  an  illegal 
“underground  party.”  Conner  told  GCN  that 
such  types  of  parties — in  which  people  use  an 
empty  warehouse  space  to  sponsor  a  one¬ 
time  money-making  event — are  common  in 
LA’s  downtown  area.  He  said  that  the  party 
was  broken  up  and  that  the  women  were 
arrested  because  undercover  vice  officers 
ascertained  that  alcohol  and  dance  hall  permit 
violations  were  taking  place. 

Mary  Newcombe,  an  attorney  at  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  strongly 
criticized  Conner’s  rationale  for  the  raid. 
“I’ve  never  heard  of  these  types  of 
underground  parties  [he]  referred  to,”  she  told 
GCN,  adding,  “LACE  is  not  a  location  where 
the  police  should  be  having  a  problem  with 
underground  clubs.  It  is  a  well-known  and 
established  art  gallery.” 

Newcombe  also  denounced  the  charges 
filed  against  the  women  at  the  party.  “In 
toms  of  running  an  illegal  dance  hall  and 
illegally  distributing  alcohol,  it  is  a  common 
practice  among  non-profits  to  accept 
donations  and  sell  people  drink  tickets  on  a 
one-time  type  of  deal,”  she  said.  “These  sorts 
of  events  are  not  an  issue  for  the  police. 
Everyone  I  have  talked  to  was  really 


surprised  that  there  was  a  bust.” 

‘Excessive  use  of  force’ 

One  party  participant  told  GCN  that  the 
organizers  had  probably  and  unwittingly 
done  something  wrong,  but  that  the  officers' 
aggressive  response  was  extreme.  “There  is 
no  justification  for  their  behavior,”  she  said. 
“If  the  issue  they  were  busting  us  for  was 
routine,  why  was  there  such  an  excessive  use 
of  force?” 

The  participant,  who  asked  not  to  be 
identified  because  she  is  considering  filing  a 
civil  suit  against  the  police,  said  that  she  was 
the  target  of  brutality.  She  said  she  saw  a  man 
force  a  woman  out  of  a  chair  and  push  her 
against  a  wall.  When  she  questioned  what  he 
was  doing,  another  “guy  pushed  me  hard 
against  the  wall,  said  ‘You  really  blew  it,’  and 
handcuffed  me.” 

The  woman  added  that  neither  man  said 
they  were  police  officers  until  someone  asked 
to  see  identification.  In  response  to  that 
request,  one  of  the  men  lifted  up  his  shirt, 
showed  a  gun  stuck  in  his  pants  and  an 
undiscemible  badge,  and  said,  “This  is  all  the 
ID  I  need.” 

The  woman  said  that  there  was  no  reason 
for  police  to  have  used  violence  to  control  the 
party.  “Nobody  even  remotely  physically 
threatened  them  at  all,”  she  said  adding,  “I 
didn’t  hear  any  verbal  harassments  [toward 
the  police]  being  shouted.  Frankly,  we  were 
in  a  state  of  shock.” 


‘Voyeuristic’  police 

Party  participants  said  they  were  also 
angered  by  the  actions  of  two  undercover 
police  officers  who  initially  investigated  the 
party.  The  two  men  reportedly  surveyed  the 
party  for  over  an  hour  before  they  called  in 
back-up  forces  to  conduct  the  raid. 

According  to  Catherine  Opie,  the  two  men 
watched  women  strip  on  the  stage,  and 
repeatedly  “checked  out”  a  booth  in  the  back 
where  “women  were  doing  whatever  they 
wanted  with  each  other  and  having  Polaroid 
pictures  taken.”  She  said  that  the  men  were 
“definitely  being  voyeuristic  on  the  lesbian 
stuff.”  Before  the  two  men  became  involved 
in  the  raid,  Opie  said,  “I  thought  that  they 
were  just  some  perverts  who  lived  in  the 
building  who  got  into  watching.” 

Other  witnesses  at  the  party  said  the  police 
showed  distinct  homophobic  and  racist 
attitudes  in  their  treatment  of  some  women. 
Bryn  Austin,  one  of  the  party  organizers,  said 
police  officers  specifically  targeted  “women 
of  color  and  women  who  were  more  ‘butch’ 
looking.”  She  pointed  out  that  while  four  of 
the  five  women  cited  were  women  of  color, 
women  of  color  composed  only  about  30 
percent  of  the  party  at  the  time  the  raid 
occurred.  None  of  these  four  women,  she 
added,  were  party  organizers. 

“One  Black  woman  they  handcuffed  and 
cited  gave  no  indication  of  being  someone 
who  was  in  charge,”  Austin  told  GCN.  “The 
police  walked  in  and  saw  me  sitting  at  the 
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Feds  investigate  boycott 

Officials  claim  that  the  MillerTMarlboro  boycott  may  have 
violated  federal  election  law 


By  Chris  Nealon 

WASHINGTON — Four  months  after 
right-wing  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.) 
narrowly  defeated  Democratic  challenger 
Harvey  Gantt  in  North  Carolina’s  Senate 
race,  the  Federal  Elections  Commission 
(FEC)  has  filed  papers  indicating  that  it  will 
expand  its  investigation  of  anti-Helms 
campaigns  organized  last  year  by  ACT  UP. 

Officials  at  the  FEC  announced  Feb.  11 
that  they  have  reason  to  believe  ACT  UP 
may  have  violated  election  law  by 
functioning  as  an  unregistered  political 
action  committee  (PAC)  during  Helms’ 
reelection  campaign.  Last  summer,  ACT  UP 
organized  a  boycott  of  Miller  beer  and 
Marlboro  cigarettes  that  was  designed  to 
pressure  the  Philip  Morris  Corporation  into 
withdrawing  its  support  for  Helms.  Philip 
Morris  owns  the  companies  that  make  Miller 
and  Marlboro. 

The  boycott,  which  peaked  in  intensity 
around  the  November  election,  enjoyed 
support  in  dozens  of  cities  around  the  U.S., 
with  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Dallas 
the  nerve  centers  for  boycott  organizing.  The 
boycott  is  still  officially  in  place,  although 
activists  say  that  it  has  lost  its  earlier  high 
profile. 

The  FEC  first  received  a  complaint  about 
the  boycott  in  August,  when  the 
Conservative  Campaign  Fund,  a  right-wing 
PAC,  charged  ACT  UP  chapters  in 
Washington  and  San  Francisco  with 
violations  of  election  law.  The  complaint  also 
named  the  Dallas  Gay  Alliance,  the  Dallas 
Tavern  Guild,  and  the  Tarrant  County  (Texas) 
Tavern  Guild.  Two  individual  members  of 
ACT  UP  chapters  were  named  in  the 
complaint  as  well. 

The  August  complaint  generated  a 
considerable  amount  of  publicity  around  the 
boycott,  but  the  FEC  made  no 
announcements  about  the  status  of  its 
investigation  until  the  February  notice. 

Activists  said  they  were  confident  that  the 
boycott  had  not  violated  any  federal 
regulations,  and  said  that  they  were 
disappointed  by  the  expansion  of  the  FEC’s 
investigation. 

“We’re  upset,”  said  ACT  UP/D.C.’s 
Michael  Petrelis,  who  was  named  in  the 


initial  complaint  “I  thought  the  case  would 
have  been  dismissed  by  now,  but  it  looks  like 
the  FEC  will  pursue  this  as  far  as  possible.” 

Petrelis  told  GCN  he  thought  there  were 
several  features  of  the  ACT  UP  boycott  that 
distinguished  it  from  the  activities  of  a  PAC. 
First  of  all,  he  said,  there  is  a  difference 
between  targeting  Philip  Morris  through  a 
boycott  and  raising  money  for  the  Gantt 
campaign — something  the  boycott  was  not 
designed  to  do. 

“Our  target  all  along  has  been  Philip 
Morris,”  said  Petrelis.  “But  we  couldn’t  get 
people  to  go  boycott  Miller  and  Marlboro 
without  talking  about  Jesse  Helms.” 

Second,  Petrelis  said,  the  fact  that  the 
boycott  is  continuing  should  be  an  indication 
to  federal  officials  that  it  was  not  expressly 
designed  to  influence  Helms’  1990 
campaign. 

He  added  that  activists  working  on  the 
boycott  still  have  the  same  two  demands:  that 
Philip  Morris  renounce  its  past  support  for 
Helms,  and  that  it  stop  funding  his 
campaigns. 

Petrelis  also  said  that  ACT  UP/D.C.  has 
begun  to  diversify  its  tactics  in  order  to  keep 
pressure  on  Philip  Morris.  In  particular,  said 
Petrelis,  “Ten  of  us  recently  became  what  we 
call  ‘members  of  the  ruling  class’ — we  each 
bought  one  stock  in  Philip  Morris,  and  we’re 
hoping  to  set  a  precedent  in  the  gay 
community  by  going  to  stockholders’ 
meetings  [with  lesbian  and  gay  concerns].” 
The  first  such  meeting,  he  said,  will  be  in 
Richmond,  Va.  on  April  25. 

'They’ve  already  succeeded’ 

Rob  Lowe,  a  member  of  ACT  UP/San 
Francisco,  said  he  thought  the  expansion  of 
the  FEC  investigation  was  illegal.  Even 
though  the  complaint  was  about  the  boycott 
in  particular  and  not  ACT  UP  in  general, 
Lowe  told  GCN,  “We’re  being  forced  to 
provide  a  record  of  our  organizational, 
financial  and  political  history.” 

The  most  likely  explanation  for  the 
expansion  of  the  complaint,  Lowe  said,  “is 
pure  political  harassment  at  the  behest  of 
Helms’  political  allies.”  Simply  gathering  the 
resources  to  respond  to  the  FEC’s  extensive 
questioning,  he  said,  has  drained  ACT 
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Quote  of  the  week 

"I  realized  in  our  culture  if  you  don't  have 
a  penis,  the  only  true  contribution  you  can 
make  is  to  lose  20  pounds.  Any  of  your 
accomplishments  pale  in  comparison.  Ask 
Oprah  Winfrey." 

— Former  Cagney  and  Lacey  co-star  Tyne 
Daly  on  her  recent  weight  loss,  in  Us 
magazine. 

Dannemeyer  to  run  for 
Senate 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif. — In  a  move  that 
has  spurred  lesbian  and  gay  lobbyists  to 
action,  right-wing  Rep.  William  E. 
Dannemeyer  (R-Calif.)  announced  recently 
that  he  will  run  for  the  U.S.  Senate  in 
November. 

Dannemeyer,  who  has  long  opposed 
abortion  rights  and  lesbian/gay  rights,  will 
face  incumbent  John  Seymour  in  the 
Republican  primary.  Seymour  replaced 
Republican  former  Sot.  Pete  Wilson  this  fall 
after  Wilson  was  elected  governor. 
According  to  San  Diego’s  UpDate,  a  lesbian 
and  gay  newspaper,  Dannemeyer  has 
accused  Seymour  of  betraying  the 
Republican  ethic  by  being  “pro-abortion” 
and  “pro-homosexual.” 

In  Washington,  officials  from  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund  (HRCF),  a  lesbian 
and  gay  political  action  committee, 
announced  that  they  have  targeted 
Dannemeyer  for  defeat.  HRCF  has  not  yet 
endorsed  Seymour  or  his  Democratic 
opponent,  former  San  Francisco  mayor 
Kane  Feinstein. 

During  an  interview  with  the  San  Diego 
Union,  Dannemeyer  proposed  returning  U.S. 
currency  to  the  gold  standard,  diminishing 
protections  for  endangered  species,  and 
“affum[ing]  the  Judeo-Christian  ethic." 

— Chris  Nealon 

Ha r  dee  bar  har 

BOSTON — Three  women  stand-up 
comics  will  perform  in  a  benefit  concert 
called  “She  Who  Laughs,  Lasts!”  on  March 
16.  The  event  is  co-sponsored  by  Sojourner, 
The  Women’s  Forum  and  the  Women’s 
Studies  program  at  Northeastern  University. 
Marga  Gomez,  Karen  Williams,  and  Betsy 
Salkind  will  share  the  bill  for  the  show, 
which  will  celebrate  both  Sojourner's 
fifteenth  year  of  publication  and  the  tenth 
anniversary  of  women’s  studies  at 
Northeastern. 

“Gomez,  Williams  and  Salkind  will  prove 
to  be  a  mix  of  humor,  styles,  and 
perspectives  all  too  unavailable  in  the  world 
of  comedy,”  said  Sojourner  board  member 
Hillary  Smith,  adding,  "It  will  truly  be  a 
celebration  of  women’s  lives  to  bring 
together  entertainers  of  different  ethnic, 
social,  and  cultural  backgrounds  with  such 
sensitivity  to  women’s  experiences.” 

“She  Who  Laughs,  Lasts!”  will  take  place 
at  Northeastern’s  Blackburn  Auditorium,  360 
Huntington  Ave.,  Boston.  Tickets  are  $13.50 
in  advance  (call  NuArts  Ticket  Center  at 
617/437-2247)  or  $14.50  at  the  door.  The 
auditorium  is  wheelchair  accessible  and  the 
performance  will  be  ASL  interpreted. 
Showtime  is  8:00  p.m. 

— Christopher  Wittke 

Young  feminists  gather 
in  Ohio 

AKRON,  Ohio — High  school  and  college 
students  from  across  the  nation  gathered  here 
Feb.  1-3  to  participate  in  the  first  Young 
Feminist  Conference.  Sponsored  by  the 
National  Organization  for  Women  (NOW), 
the  meeting  was  organized  to  examine 
women’s  rights  issues  in  relation  to  the  needs 
and  concerns  of  young  feminists. 

According  to  The  Militant,  a  socialist 
newspaper,  more  than  735  women  travelled 
to  the  conference  from  45  states.  Many  of 
the  participants  said  they  came  to  discuss 
political  issues  with  women  of  their  own  age. 
Topics  of  debate  throughout  the  conference 
includes  abortion,  lesbian  and  gay  rights, 
racism,  economic  injustice  and  sexism. 

During  one  of  the  plenary  sessions, 
participants  saw  a  video  about  Becky  Bell,  a 
17-year -old  woman  who  died  as  the  result  of 
a  back-alley  abortion  because  she  did  not 
want  to  ask  her  parents’  permission  for  a 
legal  abortion.  After  the  movie,  Becky  Bell’s 
brother.  Bill,  urged  women  to  take  action 
against  parental  consent  laws  that  restrict 
young  women’s  abilities  to  obtain  legal 
abortions.  Conference  participants  adopted  a 
resolution  calling  upon  women’s  rights 
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advocates  to  oppose  parental  consent  laws  in 
every  state. 

Another  certral  concern  during  the 
conference  was  the  war  in  the  Middle  East. 
A  special  caucus  was  organized  to  discuss 
the  war,  and  many  women  urged  the 
conference  to  take  a  stand  against  the  United 
States  use  of  force  against  Iraq.  According  to 
the  National  NOW  Times,  the  Ohio  meeting 
was  meant  to  “help  generate  ideas  for  a 
national  plan  of  action  for  young  feminists.” 
Organizers  intend  to  present  the  conference’s 
resolutions  at  the  national  NOW  conference 
scheduled  for  July  in  New  York  City. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Sexual  orientation 
included  in  new 
Worcester  law 

WORCESTER,  Mass. — Gay  and  lesbian 
civil  rights  activists  here  recently  scored  a 
victory  when  sexual  orientation  was  included 
in  the  city’s  human  rights  ordinance.  The  city 
council  voted  Feb.  5  to  accept  a  measure  that 
bans  discrimination  based  on  a  person’s 
actual  or  perceived  sexuality. 

The  sexual  orientation  clause  was  part  of  a 
far-reaching  human  rights  ordinance  that 
makes  illegal  discrimination  based  on  age, 
race,  gender,  religion,  disability,  marital 
status,  parental  status  or  source  of  income. 

Ron  Madnick,  executive  director  of  the 
Worcester  County  Chapter  of  the  Civil 
Liberties  Union  of  Massachusetts,  said  that 
the  sexual  orientation  clause  didn’t  receive 
much  opposition  from  the  city  council.  “It 
flew  right  through  with  the  rest  of  the 
ordinances,”  he  told  GCN.  “The  amount  of 
support  it  got  actually  surprised  people.” 

Madnick  said  that  a  coalition  of  13 
organizations  had  lobbied  for  the  new  human 
rights  ordinance,  and  that  the  group 
“represented  a  real  cross-section  of  the 
Worcester  community.”  “As  a  united  front, 
[the  coalition]  sat  down  with  [the  city’s] 
legal  department  and  human  rights 
commission  to  hammer  out  an  acceptable  set 
of  ordinances,”  he  said,  adding,  “We  didn’t 
get  all  we  wanted,  but  the  other  areas  can  be 
resolved  later.” 

Organizations  involved  with  the  coalition 
included  the  Worcester  County  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance,  the  Massachusetts  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Bar  Association,  Centro  Las 
Americas,  the  Rainbow  Coalition,  AIDS 
Project  Worcester  and  the  League  of  Women 
Voters — Worcester. 

Under  the  new  ordinance,  a  person  can  file 
a  discrimination  complaint  with  the  human 
rights  commission.  The  commission  can  then 
bring  the  case  to  court  where  a  fine  of  up  to 
$300  can  be  imposed,  and  cease-and-desist 
orders  can  be  obtained.  Madnick  said  that 
Worcester’s  sexual  orientation  statute  is 
distinct  from  the  state’s  gay  rights  law,  and 
that  it  would  not  be  affected  if  changes  are 
made  to  that  law. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Gay/les  couples  get 
Carried’  in  S.F. 

SAN  FRANCISCO— In  a  large 
Valentine’s  Day  celebration,  more  than  250 
lesbian,  gay  and  heterosexual  couples  got 
“married”  in  City  Hall  Feb.  14,  when  San 
Francisco’s  domestic  partners  ordinance  took 
effect 

The  measure,  endorsed  by  San  Francisco 
voters  in  November,  allows  couples  to 
register  as  partners  with  the  county  clerk  or 
in  the  presence  of  a  notary  public.  Although 
the  ordinance  confers  no  legal  benefits  on 
partners,  lesbian  and  gay  activists  in  the  Bay 
Area  say  they  think  it  provides  a  crucial  foot 
in  the  door  in  pursuing  benefits. 

According  to  the  San  Francisco  Sentinel, 
a  lesbian  and  gay  newspaper,  one  city 
official  said  that  the  new  ordinance  “is  about 
people  who  want  to  be  visible.  [Domestic 
partners  legislation]  has  given  the  national 
gay  and  lesbian  rights  movement  a  positive 
push.  We  can’t  fight  for  civil  rights  if  we 
don’t  exist.  This  ordinance  means  we  do 
exist.” 

— Chris  Nealon 
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Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation*  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  St..  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 


C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


HEALING  SERVICES 


FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 

For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  family  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God’s  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

March  19  •  7:30  PM 
The  Church  of 
the  Good  Shepherd 

Newtown  Rd.  &  Arlington  SL  •  Acton 
Sponsored  by 

Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS 

For  more  information 
(617)  628-7665 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


If  you  are  a  Woman  in 
Business  you  belong  in... 

THE  WOMEN'S 
YELLOW  PAGES 

a  directory  of  Women's  Businesses  and  Services 


call  for  information  or  FAX  your  request 

(617)  383-2312  •  (617)  383-2371 

P.O.  Box  795  •  North  Scituate,  MA  02060 


Now  you  can  get  the 
holistic  health  care 
you've  been  looking  for! 

Acupuncture 

Chiropractic 

Massage 

Polarity 

now  you'll  find  us  in  our  new 
facility  at  7  Haviland  St,  Boston 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 

HEALTH  mf - - 

CENTER  ^ 
617-267-0900 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Police  confiscate  SM  files 

Boston  activists  fear  potential  civil  rights  violations  following 
the  arrest  of  a  gay  man  and  the  seizure  of  his  property 


Glen  Maxey 

Texans  elect  gay  man 

Issues  of  race,  not  homophobia,  led  to  a  complicated  campaign 


By  David  Morris 

AUSTIN,  Texas — With  a  victory  in  a 
special  election,  a  lobbyist  for  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  here  has  become  the  first  openly 
gay  elected  official  in  the  southwestern 
United  States.  In  a  March  2  runoff  for  a  seat 
in  the  Texas  House  of  Representatives,  Glen 
Maxey  captured  54  percent  of  the  vote  to  beat 
opponent  David  Rodriguez. 

Maxey  will  represent  District  51, 
considered  one  of  the  most  progressive  in  the 
state,  which  includes  portions  of  central, 
south,  and  east  Austin,  as  well  as  outlying 
parts  of  Travis  County. 

Although  never  fully  articulated,  the 
election  involved  complex  and  divisive 
issues,  mostly  around  race.  Aside  from  some 
homophobic  slurs  heard  during  election-night 
excitement  at  the  court  house.  Maxey ’s 
sexual  orientation  was  never  an  explicit  issue. 
Maxey  told  GCN  he  thought  that  in  a  district 
as  progressive  as  51,  any  homophobia 
directed  against  him  in  the  campaign  would 
work  to  the  detriment  of  the  candidate  who 
used  it. 

However,  race  remained  an  issue 
throughout  the  campaign.  “I  look  forward  to 
putting  the  community  back  together  from 
whatever  divisions  have  come  about  in  this 
campaign,”  Maxey  told  supporters  on  the 
night  of  the  runoff  election. 

Rodriguez,  a  lawyer,  folksinger  and 
community  activist,  became  Maxey’s 
opponent  in  the  runoff  after  a  recount 
eliminated  Maria  Luisa  Flores,  with  whom 
Rodriguez  had  tied  in  the  first  vote  on  Feb.  9. 
Maxey,  Rodriguez,  Flores  and  eight  more  of 
the  original  13  candidates  are  Democrats. 

The  Maxey  campaign  and  the  Austin 
American-Statesman  struck  hard  at  opponent 
Rodriguez's  vulnerability  on  ethical 
questions.  They  claimed  that  Rodriguez  had 
failed  to  pay  some  of  his  taxes,  and  had  not 
met  the  residency  requirements  for  holding 
the  office.  Most  damaging  of  all,  they 
charged  Rodriguez  with  failing  to  make  child 
support  payments  to  his  former  wife  as 
required  by  the  terms  of  his  divorce. 

Maxey  has  a  long  history  of  legislative  and 
electoral  political  work.  He  has  served  as  a 
legislative  aide  to  two  state  senators,  and  he 
worked  in  Ann  Richards’  successful 
gubernatorial  campaign  as  coordinator  for 
Travis  County,  where  Austin  is  located.  He 
has  also  been  the  executive  director  of  the 
Lesbian/Gay  Rights  Lobby  of  Texas  for  a 
number  of  years. 

Lena  Guerrero,  who  held  the  District  51 
seat  until  recently  when  Richards  appointed 
her  to  a  powerful  regulatory  agency,  has 
called  Maxey  “an  absolute  master”  at  the 
legislative  process. 

Racial  divisions 

Maxey  is  the  first  Anglo  elected  to  the 
District  51  seat  since  it  was  created  in  1974, 
when  the  district  lines  were  redrawn.  Thirty- 
nine  percent  of  the  district’s  residents  are 
Hispanic,  most  of  those  Chicano,  and  about 
14  percent  are  African-American.  Seven  of 
Maxey’s  12  original  opponents  were 
Hispanic,  including  a  gay  Chicano. 

The  election  signals  major  shifts  in  local 
political  alliances.  Rodriguez’s  campaign  was 
centered  in  the  barrio  of  East  Austin,  the 
poorest  part  of  the  city,  his  campaign  workers 
were  poor  and  working-class,  and  his  support 
generally  came  from  more  progressive 
activists  outside  the  mainstream  Democratic 
Party. 


Guerrero  and  other  established  Hispanic 
leaders  owe  their  positions  to  somewhat  more 
affluent  Hispanic  voters  and  to  the  white 
liberal  Democratic  Party  establishment  Until 
this  election,  in  which  they  supported  Maxey, 
Anglo  liberals  had  backed  Hispanic 
candidates  consistently  for  the  District  51 
seat. 

The  final  runoff  vote  was  clearly  divided 
along  ethnic  and  class  lines,  with  Maxey 
carrying  the  more  affluent  Anglo  precincts  in 
the  north  and  west  of  the  district,  and 
Rodriguez  winning  in  the  poorer, 
predominantly  Hispanic  and  Black  precincts 
in  the  east  and  south. 

Maxey’s  victory  means  that  there  are  no 
Hispanic  representatives  from  Travis  County 
in  the  House,  although  Gonzalo  Barrientos, 
who  is  Hispanic,  represents  the  area  in  the 
state  Senate.  The  Hispanic  community  has 
recently  lost  two  other  public  offices:  a  seat 
on  the  city  council  and  a  judgeship.  Hispanic 
people,  who  now  make  up  about  25  percent 
of  the  county’s  population,  are  the  fastest 
growing  ethnic  group  in  the  state. 

In  his  campaign,  Rodriguez  referred  to  the 
“economic  devastation”  in  the  district, 
pointing  out  that  while  Hispanic  people  make 
up  25  percent  of  the  population  in  the  county, 
they  own  less  than  one-half  of  one  percent  of 
the  wealth. 

Maxey  said  that  while  District  51  may  be 
the  only  district  in  the  county  in  which  a 
Hispanic  person  can  be  elected  to  the  House, 
as  some  have  claimed,  it  is  one  of  the  very 
few  districts  in  the  entire  state  in  which  a 
lesbian  or  gay  man  has  a  chance  of  being 
elected  to  any  office.  “Where  is  the  sense  of 
justice?”  he  asked. 

Maxey  said  that  because  of  his  legislative 
skills,  he  is  “probably  the  most  qualified 
candidate  to  deal  with  Hispanic  issues  as  well 
as  other  issues,  whether  it’s  education  or 
health  care  or  environmental  issues.” 

A  major  problem  currently  before  the 
legislature  is  compliance  with  a  recent  court 
ruling  that  found  the  method  of  financing 
schools  in  Texas  to  be  unconstitutional 
because  it  discriminates  against  poor  districts. 
The  lawsuit  arose  from  the  Edgewood 
District  of  San  Antonio,  which  is  poor  and 
predominantly  Chicano. 

“I  know  the  issue  of  public  education 
financing  backwards  and  forwards,”  said 
Maxey,  who  is  a  former  teacher.  “Color  of 
skin  does  not  make  you  effective,  sexual 
orientation  does  not  make  you  effective.  I 
have  been  closer  to  the  issue  than  my 
opponent  because  clearly  that’s  been  a 
priority  with  me  as  a  teacher.” 

Gay  groups  split 

The  Austin  Lesbian/Gay  Political  Caucus 
(ALGPC)  passed  over  gay  Chicano  candidate 
Juan  Ochoa,  who  is  himself  a  member  of 
ALGPC,  to  endorse  Maxey.  “There  are  those 
who  said  it  was  racist  and  that’s  the  only 
reason  we  endorsed  Glen  and  did  not  do  a 
dual  endorsement  with  Juan,”  ALGPC  co- 
chair  Rich  Bailey  told  GCN,  “but,  at  least 
from  my  personal  perspective,  I  didn’t  feel 
that  Juan  would  be  up  to  doing  the  job.” 

However,  Martine  Torres-Aponte,  a 
founding  member  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
People  of  Color  Caucus,  told  GCN  that,  “It 
would  be  difficult  to  reason,  being  the  big 
believer  in  the  democratic  process  that  Glen 
is,  that  a  white  candidate  who  does  not  have 
ties  to  the  Latino  and  Black  communities  and 
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By  Ed  Boyce 

BOSTON — The  Feb.  28  arrest  of  a  local 
gay  man  accused  of  rape  has  raised  many 
questions  about  civil  liberties  among  gay 
activists.  Alden  Baker  pleaded  not  guilty  to 
charges  of  aggravated  rape,  kidnapping,  rape 
by  force,  and  assault  and  battery  at  his  March 
1  arraignment,  according  to  Jill  Reilly, 
spokesperson  for  the  Middlesex  County 
district  attorney . 

According  to  Reilly,  Baker  was  arrested  at 
his  home  in  Medford  by  local  and  state 
police.  The  police  seized  various  sex  toys, 
titles  to  several  vehicles  that  Baker’s 
company  owned,  and  computers,  one  of 
which  functioned  as  the  computer  bulletin 
board  known  as  the  “Boston  Eagle’s  Next” 
(BEN).  BEN,  which  Baker  and  others 
operate,  has  650  mostly  local  subscribers, 
and  is  geared  largely  to  a  gay/leather/S&M 
crowd. 

According  to  Reilly,  Baker  hired  the 
plaintiff — who,  according  to  Reilly  is 
“mildly  retarded” — in  August  of  1990,  as  a 
driver  for  $20  per  hour.  Reilly  said  that 
during  the  course  of  the  plaintiff’s 
employment,  Baker  allegedly  “forced  him  to 
have  sex”  in  a  room  designed  for  S&M  sex 
with  “thick,  leather  netting  and  hand  and  feet 
constraints”  where  Baker  “hit  and 
threatened”  the  plaintiff  during  sex. 

These  alleged  rapes  continued  over  the 
course  of  approximately  two  months  totaling 
“eight  similar  instances  of  sexual  assault,” 
said  Reilly. 

A  friend  of  Baker’s,  who  asked  not  to  be 
identified,  told  GCN  that  Baker  was  an  “out, 
proud  and  responsible”  practitioner  of  S&M 
sex,  and  that  he  did  not  think  that  Baker 
would  have  sex  with  anyone  without  his 
consent 

Baker  is  currently  being  held  in  an  East 
Cambridge  jail.  Bail  has  been  set  at  $1 
million,  and  a  hearing  is  scheduled  for  March 
8. 

Concern  over  seized  computer 

While  many  gay  activists  say  they  do  not 
know  what  to  make  of  the  rape  charges 
themselves,  they  are  concerned  with  the 


police’s  seizure  of  the  BEN  computer.  Since 
the  computer  contains  the  names,  addresses 
and  phone  numbers  of  its  subscribers,  many 
see  a  high  potential  for  abuse  of  this 
information. 

Although  Reilly  said  that  the  police  had  a 
warrant  to  seize  everything  in  a  particular 
room  in  Baker’s  house  as  evidence,  some 
community  activists  question  the  need  to 
shut  down  BEN  and  seize  it  as  evidence  for 
the  prosecution  of  Baker. 

“Our  political  groups  need  to  see  this  as  a 
real  threat  to  civil  liberties,”  said  French 
Wall,  editor  of  the  Guide.  He  told  GCN, 
“Police  have  often  used  lists  such  as  this  for 
entrapment  schemes.” 

Gary  Daffin,  co-chair  of  the  Massachusetts 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
concurred,  saying,  “I  have  questions  about 
why  the  computers  would  be  assumed  to  be 
evidence.  Anyone  who  runs  a  gay/leather 
operation  would  be  concerned  about 
confidentiality  and  other  potential  problems 
if  the  names  of  their  members  were  somehow 
released.” 

According  to  A1  Rueckauer,  an  operator  of 
BEN,  the  computer  bulletin  board  service 
offered  access  to  everything  from  political 
discussion  and  message-exchange  services  to 
stories  of  sexual  fantasies  and  retrievable 
files  containing  computer  graphic  images, 
some  of  them  sexual  in  nature.  Rueckauer 
said  that  the  system  provided  a  needed  means 
of  communication  for  members  of  the 
community.  Aside  from  personal 
communications  and  postings,  the  newsletter 
of  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  (the  Alliance)  was  posted 
on  that  system,  as  was  Bay  Windows,  a 
Boston  weekly  gay  newspaper. 

“Nothing  about  this  was  secretive,”  said 
Rueckauer.  “The  system  was  publicly 
advertised  and  open  to  all  interested  people 
and  operated  solely  within  the  law.” 
Rueckauer  noted  that  no  one  under  1 8  was 
permitted  to  use  the  system. 

“Wp  Hnnp  that  we.  will  get  the  computers 
back  soon  without  having  to  go  through  a 
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Celebration  at  Fenway 

BOSTON — Over  500  health  care  providers,  lesbian  and  gay  rights  advocates,  and  community 
activists  gathered  March  I  to  celebrate  the  opening  of  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center’s 
new  building.  Speakers  at  the  event  praised  Fenway’s  dedication  to  lesbian  and  gay  health  issues 
and  ailed  the  organization  a  symbol  of  successful  alternative  community  health  care. 

“This  building  is  about  change  and  imagination.  It  is  about  delivering  health  care  in  a  way  that  it 
is  not  delivered  by  mainstream,  organized  health  care  in  this  country,”  said  Urvashi  Vaid,  executive 
director  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force.  Speaking  to  the  crowd,  Vaid  declared,  "This 
building  is  about  promoring  and  encouraging  healthy,  rational  and  normal  gay  lives.  This  day,  this 
ceremony,  this  institution  is  about  affirmation  of  all  we  know  as  lesbians  and  gay  men.” 

Over  $2  million  were  raised  for  the  new  building  during  a  two-year-long  fundraising  campaign. 
According  to  Arlene  Fortunato,  president  of  Fenway’s  board,  the  fundraising  efforts  resulted  from 
the  “huge  support  of  Boston’s  gay  community.”  Fortunato  told  GCN,  “The  outpouring  of  support 
of  the  gay  community  has  been  very  moving.  This  building  belongs  to  us,  and  we  should  be  very 
proud  of  it.” 

Established  more  than  20  years  ago  by  social  activists  who  were  dissatisfied  with  mainstream 
health  care  providers,  Fenway  offers  inexpensive,  quality  health  care  to  women,  people  of  color, 
seniors,  and  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Services  include:  confidential  HIV  testing;  treatment  for  HIV- 
related  illnesses;  substance  abuse  counseling;  victim  recovery  support;  an  artificial  insemination 
program;  and  holistic  therapies.  Many  speakers  at  the  opening  celebration  commented  on 
Fenway’s  pioneering  role  in  AIDS/HIV  research,  treatment,  and  support. 

Speakers  at  the  opening  included  Cleve  Jones,  founder  of  The  NAMES  Project;  U.S.  Rep. 
Joseph  Kennedy  (D-Mass.);  City  Councilors  Rosaria  Salerno  and  David  Scondras;  and  Mayor 
Raymond  Flynn. 

Participating  in  the  ribbon  cutting  ceremony  were  (pictured  left  to  right):  Cindy  Rizzo,  assistant 
director  of  Fenway’s  building  project;  Arlene  Fortunato;  Stephen  Coyle,  Boston’s  redevelopment 
authority  director;  David  Scondras;  Rosaria  Salerno;  John  Riordan,  neighborhood  services  director; 
Cleve  Jones;  Harry  Coilings,  director  of  Fenway’s  apital  ampaign;  and  Michael  Savage,  Fenway’s 
executive  director.  — ESzabeth  Yukins 
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Gay  Community  News  la  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  ot  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of  gay 
and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  ten,  a  general  merrtrershlp  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  d  directors 
elected  by  the  membership. 
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The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  ("  Indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


Duncan  Mitchel,  Marea  Murray,  Jon  David  Nalley,  Laura 
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GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


Prisoner  Project 
Coordinator/Office  Manager 

Available  In  May.  Prisoner  Project:  Coordinate 
subscriptions  for  prisoners;  edit  and  coordinate 
penpal  ads;  edit  prisoner  letters;  fundraise  for 
the  Project  by  writing  grants.  Office  manager: 
Pick  up  and  distribute  mail  daily;  maintain  office 
supplies  and  equipment. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  and  editing  skills, 
ability  to  work  with  deadlines,  knowledge  of 
lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

Former  prisoners  encouraged  to  apply. 

Deadline  for  application:  April  10 

News  Editor 

Available  in  April.  Coordinate  and  edit  the 
work  of  staff  and  volunteer  reporters  covering 
local,  national  and  international  events  of 
importance  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 
Write  news  stories  as  necessary.  Participate  in 
layout  and  production  of  the  paper. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  and  editing  skills, 
ability  to  work  with  deadlines,  knowledge  of 
lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

Deadline  for  application:  March  15, 1991 

Staff  Writer/Circulation 
Co-Coordinator 

Available  In  April.  Research,  investigate  and 
write  news  stories  with  a  national  scope.  May 
include  some  analytical/feature  writing  as  well. 
Share  responsibilities  with  other  staff  writer  for 
coordinating  weekly  mailing  of  paper  and 
processing  subscriptions. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills  and  ability 
to  write  several  stories  under  weekly  deadline 
pressure.  Knowledge  of  national/local  lesbian 
and  gay  community  and  issues  helpful.  Strong 
organizational  and  record-keeping  skills  as  well 
as  knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or  computers 
also  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  March  8, 1991 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment 
to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $21 5/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance  through 
Harvard  Community  Health  Plan,  sick  leave, 
and  four  weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with 
flexbility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN  EDITORIAL  GUIDELINES 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking 
Out"  sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts 
to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your 
ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and  to 
respond  to  ideas  expressed  within  our 
pages.  We  welcome  all  contributions  except 
personal  attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and 
"Speaking  Out"  contributions  sent  elsewhere 
are  printed  on  a  space  available  basis  only. 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  edit  letters  and 
"Speaking  Out"  contributions  for  length  and 
clarity,  in  consultation  with  the  author.  The 
opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the  author 
and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the  views 
of  the  GCN  staff  or  membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  Speaking  Our  contributions  can  be 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and 
require  a  short  (one  to  two  sentence) 
biographical  note  about  the  author  for 
inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue 
and  a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives 
on  the  letters  pages,  printing  of  "Speaking 
Out"  contributions  received  from  authors 
who  have  had  other  "Speaking  Outs'  appear 
in  GCN  recently  may  be  postponed 
temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be  able 
to  contact  you  easily  -  please  enclose  your 
name,  address,  ana  daytime  phone  number 
with  your  letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

Send  to:  Community  Voices/Speaking  Out, 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  "Speaking  Out’ 
contributions  are  those  of  the  author  and  are 
not  intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the 
GCN  staff,  Board  or  membership. 


Write  on,  Adrianna 

Dear  GCN: 

Perhaps  one  of  the  untried  sorts  of  “black” 
arts  is  the  kind  of  humor  mastered  by  your 
contributor — Adrianna  Liebman-Alty!  It  got 
me  in  a  pink-hot-flush  of  tears  and  giggles.  It 
was  like  a  sauna  bath  on  the  inside. 
TERRIFIC!  Ask  her  to  write  on  for  me....! 
PLEASE! 

Yours, 
NB  Herman 
Dorchester,  Mass. 

Recognize  diversity 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  long-time  reader/subscriber  to  GCN,  I 
would  like  to  express  my  objection  to  your 
one-sided  coverage  of  the  lesbian/gay/ 
bisexual  response  to  Operation  Desert  Storm. 
From  reading  GCN,  one  could  have  the 
impression  that  the  queer  community  is 
solidly  against  the  Gulf  War,  whereas,  in 
reality,  most  gays  probably  support  the  war 
effort. 

First  of  all,  the  Gulf  War  should  not  be  a 
“litmus  test”  that  determines  a  person’s 
position  in  the  political  spectrum.  Among  the 
“progressive”  anti-war  movement  there  are 
many  reactionaries  and  Anti-Semites, 
including  Pat  Buchanan  and  Lyndon 
LaRouche.  By  the  same  token,  there  are 
many  progressives  who  realize  the  need  to 
stop  Saddam  Hussein’s  aggression.  As  a 
long-time  gay  activist  and  progressive,  it 
pains  me  to  break  ranks  with  you  and  many 
other  “comrades-in-arms.”  But  we  must  think 
for  ourselves,  and  not  follow  blindly  a  set 
ideology. 

Though  the  United  States  has  its  share  of 
international  “crimes,  follies  and 
misfortunes,”  and  has  backed  the  “wrong 
horse”  (including  Saddam  Hussein)  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  it  did  the  right  thing  in 
standing  up  to  Iraq’s  aggression.  Might  does 
not  always  equal  wrong.  Unlike  the 
Sandinistas,  who  were  fighting  for  their 
country  and  their  Revolution,  Saddam 
Hussein  is  a  power-made,  bloodthirsty  despot 
whose  conquest  of  Kuwait  could  not  be 
tolerated.  Hussein’s  reign  of  terror  threatens 
the  lives  of  other  Arabs,  Israelis,  Kurds, 
Iranians  and  (thanks  to  his  deliberate  oil  spill) 
animals  and  the  environment.  President  Bush 
dealt  with  this  madness  in  a  proper  way, 
through  the  United  Nations  and  in 
conjunction  with  other  countries.  Though  war 
could  never  be  more  than  a  necessary  evil 
(and  is  usually  worse),  this  time  there  was  no 
choice. 

Like  all  GCN  readers,  I  mourn  the  fact  that 
the  Gulf  War  pushed  AIDS  to  the  back 
burner.  But  realistically,  I  doubt  that  the 
fabled  “one  billion  bucks”  that  the  U.S.  is 
spending  on  the  war  per  day  would  have 
gone  to  fight  AIDS  (or  any  other  domestic 
issue).  Foreign  wars  have  a  magical  way  of 
bringing  forth  funds  that  would  not  exist 
otherwise.  I  am  also  disturbed  by  the  U.S. 
military’s  continued  homophobia,  and  its 
insistence  that  lesbians,  gay  males  and 
bisexuals  are  “incompatible”  with  military 
service.  This,  however,  does  not  make  the 
war  any  less  “just.”  Hussein  has  been  known 
to  execute  Iraqi  homosexuals  (which  is 
something  the  U.S.  military  has  never  done), 
and  the  antiwar  movement  is  full  of 
homophobes  who  have  expressed  their 
discomfort  with  the  queers  in  their  midst 

As  a  civil  libertarian,  I  fully  support  the 
free  speech  rights  of  those  who  oppose 
Operation  Desert  Storm.  And  I  deplore  the 
rising  wave  of  prejudice  against  Arab- 
Americans  and  antiwar  protesters.  By  the 
same  token,  I  ask  GCN  to  recognize  our 
community’s  diversity  and  allow  all  views  to 
be  expressed. 

Jesse  G.  Moteagudo 
Ft  Lauderdale,  Fla. 

We  need  help  in  the  South! 

Dear  GCN  : 

Recently,  approximately  two  dozen  or 
more  gays  and  lesbians  were  arrested  at  the 
Morgan  Interchange  on  Interstate  40  some 
fifteen  miles  west  of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
for  violation  of  this  State’s  sodomy  laws. 
This  is  not  the  first  time  that  the  gay 
community  has  been  persecuted  in  Pulaski 
County,  or  in  the  State  of  Arkansas.  Nor,  will 
it  be  the  last.  This  is  true  throughout  the  rest 
of  the  Bible  Belt  South.  For  any  of  you  that 
read  this  who  live,  or  have  lived,  below  the 
“Mason-Dixon”  line  know  that  I  am  telling  it 
like  it  is.  If  any  of  you  think  that  you  face 
“heavy-duty”  discrimination  up  north, 
believe  me,  it  is  a  lot  worse  down  here. 

In  the  Arkansas  Department  of 
Corrections,  a  bad  as  any  penal  system  for 
everyone,  it  is  worse  if  you  are  gay.  We  catch 
flack  from  both  the  straight  inmates  and  the 
administration.  Both  groups  treat  us  like  dirt. 
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At  best,  we  are  ignored.  At  other  times,  that 
treatment  becomes  downright  hostile,  even 
violent.  I’ll  let  you  guess  “who"  gets  locked- 
down.  I  know,  I  spent  18  months  in 
Administrative  Segregation  due  to  the  acts  of 
others.  If  we  do  strike  back,  even  in  self- 
defense,  we  have  big  problems.  Problems  the 
straights  don’t  have. 

I  can  understand  (to  a  point)  the 
Administration.  The  State  does  have  sodomy 
laws,  therefore,  we  have  rules  10-1  and  10-2. 
These  rules  forbid  homosexual  acts  or 
relationships.  It’s  not  the  “rule”  that  bothers 
me  so  much  as  the  asinine  way  those  rules 
are  enforced.  Most  of  us  did  not  choose  to  be 
gay.  In  fact,  a  lot  of  us  have  had  a  lot  of 
problems  accepting  ourselves  for  what  we 
are.  I  didn’t  ask  to  be  gay,  but  I  am.  It  took 
years  of  self-loathing  to  get  to  where  I  could 
accept  and  live  with  myself.  The  point  is 
there  are  others  who  are  where  I  was  and  are 
still  learning  to  cope.  These  “rules”  don’t 
help.  If  anything,  they  could  cause  some  of 
these  people  to  kill  themselves.  If  they  do 
kill  themselves,  all  those  in  power  will  say 
is:  “Good  riddance!” 

Here  at  the  Arkansas  Department  of 
Corrections,  we  are  not  allowed  to  receive 
Gay  Community  News  or  any  other  “gay” 
publication.  Nor  can  we  use  (for  those  so 
inclined)  even  the  lightest,  or  most  natural, 
shades  of  make  up  or  wear  the  type  of 
underclothing  that  we  desire.  Many  things 
that  would  help  us  cope  with  an  almost 
unbearable  situation.  To  do  so  puts  us  in 
violation  of  rules  10-1  and/or  10-2.  That’s 
lock-down  action,  people. 

At  the  same  time,  Penthouse  and  Playboy 
are  allowed.  So  are  the  materials  supplied  by 
the  Nation  of  Islam  and  the  Aryan  Nations. 
Materials  (photos  and  stories)  of 
heterosexual  acts,  even  if  they  “otherwise” 
violate  the  state’s  sodomy  laws,  or  if  they 
advocate  violence  (so  long  as  it  is  MACHO) 
are  all  right.  Just  so  long  as  it  is  not 
homosexual  (male  homosexual  that  is) 
anything  goes.  They  call  it  being  moral.  I  say 
bull!! 

We  who  are  gay,  it  matters  not  whether  we 
were  born  with  male,  or  female, 
“equipment,”  are  in  fact  a  third,  and  separate 
gender.  Therefore,  “our  rights”  should  be 
protected  by  the  Fourteenth  Amendment, 
and  protected  from  cruel  and  unusual 
punishment  (or  harassment)  by  the  Eighth 
Amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  We  may  not  be  able  to  change 
the  average  person’s  attitude  toward  us,  but, 
we  can  get  die  anti-gay  laws  (and  rules)  off 
the  books.  Think  about  it. 

The  goal  is  to  remove  “anti-gay” 
laws/anti-sodomy  laws,  from  the  books.  This 
might  be  a  lot  easier  than  any  of  us  realize. 
Until  then,  no  matter  where  we  live,  we  are 
going  to  have  problems. 

The  answer  is  found  in  Roe  Vs.  Wade, 
where  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decided  that 
people  had  the  right  to  choose  what  they 
wanted  to  do  with  their  own  bodies.  I  realize 
that  this  has  to  do  with  abortions,  but  there  is 
a  parallel.  They  were  given  the  right  of 
CHOICE  and  the  ruling  said  the  state  could 
not  restrict  that  choice.  That  is  what  we 
want  The  right  to  choose  how  we  will  live 
our  own  lives. 

For  anyone  who  has  read  any  of  my  earlier 
letters  (in  GCN)  you  already  know  that  I  am 
a  “rare  bird”  in  the  gay  community.  While  I 
am  gay,  I  am  also  a  conservative.  I  advocate 
responsibility  among  our  people,  and  I  am 
against  our  getting  involved  in  issues  that  do 
not  directly  concern  us.  I  am,  very  much,  in 
support  of  “gay  rights”  and  that  includes  the 
right  to  cross-dress  and  to  legally  marry. 

I  am  a  “do  for  yourself’  type  of  person.  I 
don’t  sit  still  or  run,  when  I  am  threatened. 
Instead,  I’m  the  type  to  drag  out  my  own 
“cannon”  and  defend  myself.  When  you  get 
down  to  the  nitty-gritty,  the  straight  cops  just 
don’t  give  a  damn  whether  or  not  some  gay 
dude  gets  mugged  or  killed.  I  do  care.  I  think 
we  all  do. 

I  need  help  in  this.  I  can’t  do  it  alone. 
Those  in  this  penal  system  with  the  nerve  to 
file  with  me  and  stick  with  it  are  either 
shortly  getting  out  on  parole,  in  other  units 
or  in  lockdown.  The  majority  don’t  have 
what  it  takes,  to  do  what  has  to  be  done. 

If  there  are  any  of  you  out  there,  especially 
in  the  legal  profession,  who  can  and/or  will 
help,  you  are  welcome  to  contact  me. 

Bless  you  all. 

William  Walter  Perry  III 
ADC  79761  Blks6 
P.O.  Box  500 
Grady,  AR.  71644 

Hey  “Mary”  wake  up! 

Dear  GCN: 

Hi!  My  name  is  Elizabeth  Mercedes 
Culver.  I’m  recently  incarcerated  in  Camp 
Hill  State  prison.  I’m  a  20-year-old  drag 


SPEAKING  OUT 


War  for  oil:  a  feminist  view 


By  Constance  Scott 

The  smiling  faces  on  the  business  pages 
say  it  all.  Investors  hope  the  relentless 
bombing  of  Iraq  will  jump-start  the  U.S. 
economy. 

How  often  have  the  same  financiers  and 
CEOs  told  women  that  our  equality 
— reproductive  freedom,  government-  and 
industry-sponsored  childcare,  affirmative 
action  and  comparable  worth — is  not  “cost 
effective?”  Each  time  feminists  have  retorted 
that  our  lives  are  worth  more  than  profits  for 
the  corporations. 

And  now  we  are  witnessing  the  horror  of 
our  government  pouring  enough  bombs  on  a 
Third  World  country  to  dwarf  the  World  War 
II  bombing  of  Dresden,  Germany. 

George  Bush  and  Co.  announce  that  their 
mission  is  the  “liberation  of  Kuwait.”  They 
tell  us  that  they  plan  to  spare  as  many 
“American  lives”  as  possible,  with  the  racist 
implication  that  the  lives  of  Americans  hold 
more  value  than  the  lives  of  Arabs.  In  reality 
the  Bush  administration  is  driven  by  cold 
cash  and  its  conviction  that  the  destruction  of 
an  entire  country  might  rescue  our  drowning 
economy. 

In  the  short  run,  every  U.S.  bomb  that 
explodes,  every  plane  that  is  lost  feeds  the 
vast  military/industrial  complex  with  massive 
replacement  orders  paid  for  by  our  tax 
dollars.  Conveniently,  this  war  comes  at  a 
time  when  the  end  of  the  Cold  War  has 
sharply  reduced  the  demand  for  arms. 

In  the  long  run,  Bush  desires  the  total 
prostration  of  the  oil-rich  Middle  East  and 
the  entire  Third  World  in  the  service  of  the 
insatiable,  profit-devouring  multi-nationals. 

A  line  in  the  sand 

The  whole  thing  was  premeditated.  Iraq 
was  set  up.  The  U.S.  ambassador  to  Iraq, 
April  Glaspie,  told  Saddam  Hussein  the  U.S. 
would  stand  aside  if  they  invaded  Kuwait  to 
resolve  a  dispute  over  oil  prices.  Instead  the 
U.S.  unleashed  Armageddon. 

Bush’s  line  in  the  sand  divides  the 
granddaddy  of  military  superpowers  and  its 
money-hungry  coalition  partners  from  the 
poor  and  exploited  across  the  globe.  And  in 
the  process  of  attacking  Iraq,  the  U.S.  has 
transformed  Hussein,  a  ruthless  dictator,  into 
a  martyr  for  Arabs  and  for  many  others  in  the 
Third  World  whose  impoverishment  benefits 
the  world’s  imperial  powers. 

Bush  is  gambling  that  the  U.S.  military, 
which  is  60  percent  Black  and  Latino  and 
overwhelmingly  working  class,  will  carry  out 
the  master  plan  he  engineered  to  make  the 
world  safe  for  corporate  exploitation.  But  GI 


resistance,  before  a  draft  is  even  reinstituted, 
is  burgeoning. 

He  is  betting  that  the  American  people  will 
buy  his  made-for-TV  John  Wayne  war.  But, 
already,  the  antiwar  movement  has  gathered 
demonstrations  to  rival  those  of  the  Vietnam 
era. 

War  and  women’s  rights 

As  a  feminist  I  do  not  support  the  sexist, 
wealthy  Saudi  Arabian  and  Kuwaiti 
monarchies  or  the  Iraqi  dictatorship  which 
wrongly  invaded  Kuwait.  But  most  of  all,  I 
oppose  the  barbaric  terrorism  of  the  U.S.  and 
fully  support  Arab  self-defense  against  U.S. 
aggression. 

I  am  outraged  that  Bush,  with  the  blessing 
of  the  Democrats  and  Republicans  in 
Congress,  is  committing  genocide  in  my 
name.  I  identify  with  the  Iraqi  women  who 
have  marched  for  peace  and  have  been 
answered  by  showers  of  bombs;  with  the 
Kuwaiti  women  who  demonstrated  for  an 
end  to  Iraq’s  occupation  of  their  country,  and 
with  the  Saudi  women  who  protested  laws 
against  women  driving  which  could  cost 
them  their  lives  during  war.  I  am  furious  that 
poor  U.S.  women  and  men,  victims  of  an 
economic  draft,  are  dying  and  that  countless 
more  Iraqi  lives  have  been  snuffed  out 

I  have  no  desire  to  save  the  crumbling 
economy  at  this  price.  Neither  do  I  want  to 
save  it  by  sacrificing  safe  and  legal  abortion, 
jobs,  health  care  and  housing  on  the  altar  of 
Hard  Times. 

Women  are  always  opposed  to  armed 
aggression  in  far  greater  numbers  than  men 
not  only  because  we  are  socialized  to  be 
peacemakers  but  also  because  we,  along  with 
children,  are  prime  targets  of  violence.  At 
San  Francisco  antiwar  rallies.  I’ve  seen 
numerous  signs  attributing  women’s  antiwar 
sentiments  to  hormones.  While  the  slogans 
are  funny,  the  underlying  message — that  war 
is  natural  and  eternal  for  men — nourishes  the 
fallacy  that  we  can  never  rid  the  world  of 
war’s  insanity.  That  is,  unless  we  could 
eliminate  all  the  men.  Men  are  not  the  source 
of  the  problem.  Testosterone  is  not  the  cause 
of  war.  And  estrogen  is  not  the  answer. 

Capitalism  is  the  problem  and  compared  to 
eliminating  half  the  human  race,  getting  rid 
of  the  tiny  minority  of  capitalists  who  control 
and  exploit  the  rest  of  us  would  be  easy.  Not 
to  mention  infinitely  more  reasonable  and 
logical. 

Stopping  the  war 

I  believe  we  can  stop  this  war.  Bush  may 
be  able  to  discount  the  antiwar 


demonstrations  for  a  while.  But  he  will 
quickly  take  notice  if  we  convince  our  unions 
and  labor  councils  to  organize  for  general 
strikes  against  the  war.  If  we  strike  the 
University  of  California,  for  instance,  we  will 
shut  down  the  labs  that  designed  all  the 
nuclear  weapons  in  the  U.S.  arsenal. 

If  we  take  immediate  steps  to  organize  a 
labor  party,  an  anti-capitalist  party  to 
represent  genuine  opposition  to  Big  Business 
pro-war  policies,  Congress  will  pay  attention. 
And  if  our  antiwar  coalitions  draw  every 
possible  connection  between  Bush’s  war  on 
Iraq  and  his  war  on  the  people  of  the  U.S., 
advocating  basic  social  change,  the 
movement  will  rapidly  increase  its  political 
strength  by  encompassing  the  struggles  of 
everyone. 

But  even  if  we  stop  this  war,  we’re  still 
staring  at  the  same  bottom  line:  There  is  no 
decent  quality  of  life  for  women — or  people 
of  color,  gays  and  lesbians,  the  disabled,  the 
elderly,  workers,  students,  the  homeless  and 
the  poor — in  a  society  where  profit  is  the 
brutal  king.  When  we  end  this  war,  there  will 
be  another  and  another  unless  we  locate  the 
actual  source  of  war — an  economic  system 
fueled  by  expansionism,  greed  and  human 
servitude — and  do  something  to  change  it. 

Wouldn’t  it  be  wonderful  to  dismantle  the 
military,  bomb  by  bomb?  To  take  the  huge 
war  budget  and  spend  it  on  health  care,  AIDS 
and  cancer  research  and  treatment,  education 
and  cleaning  up  the  environment?  Isn't  it 
about  time  that  working  people  planned  our 
own  work?  That  women’s  double  day  be 
replaced  by  quality  childcare,  that  housework 
and  cooking  become  socially  organized  and 
paid  work,  instead  of  private,  unpaid  labor? 

We  could  do  all  these  things  if  we  had  a 
socialist  feminist  government — an  economic 
democracy  with  a  human  face.  Women, 
workers,  people  of  color,  students  together 
could  run  things  better  ourselves. 

It  may  seem  overwhelming  to  even 
imagine  overturning  the  warmongers.  But 
our  only  other  option  is  to  continue  living  the 
nightmare  of  what  they  will  do  next  to 
improve  their  prospects  for  economic 
prosperity.  And  it  really  is  possible  to  create 
a  world  where  people  rule  the  economy 
rather  than  the  other  way  around. 

Let’s  go  for  it 

Constance  Scott  is  the  National  Organizer 
of  Radical  Women,  a  socialist  feminist 
organization  headquartered  at  523A 
Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110, 
(415)  864-1278. 


queen.  Since  being  incarcerated  I  learned  a 
lot  about  the  difference  from  street  life  to 
prison  life.  As  soon  as  I  stepped  foot  in  the 
state  system  I  was  labeled  as  a  fag,  freak, 
BITCH,  etc...  I’m  used  to  it  from  society. 
But  it  doesn’t  affect  me  because  there’s  no 
shame  to  my  game. 

Now  what  does  upset  me  is  to  see  how 
other  queens  handle  this.  I  mean  guys  step 
all  over  them  and  they  do  nothing.  Wake  up 
and  smell  the  coffee!  Even  though  there  are 
some  guys  who  are  serious  I’ve  seen  some  of 
my  sisters  hurt.  They  allowed  themselves  to 
fall  in  the  trap.  Most  of  these  inmates 
couldn’t  give  a  shit  about  us.  All  they’re 
worried  about  is  their  sexual  needs. 

I’ve  seen  queens  wash  clothes,  make  their 
beds,  and  buy  them  commissary  plus  more 
for  these  beasts.  They  offer  fake  love  just  to 
satisfy  their  needs.  When  they  (the  men) 
spend  time  with  the  queens  they’re  so  sweet, 
but  when  they  are  with  their  “homeboys” 
they’re  putting  them  down  saying  how  our 
“trade”  is  bigger  than  theirs.  The  queens  take 
this  crap.  I’m  young  but  I’m  no  fool.  I’ve 
been  locked  up  in  the  State  system  seven 
months  and  I  am  proud  to  say  I  haven’t  had  a 
single  man  yet  (and  probably  won’t).  I’m  not 
ugly.  Everybody  has  already  declared  me  as 
the  “queen  of  the  Hill.” 

Sisters,  what  can  these  guys  offer  you 
after  your  release?  Is  he  gonna  be  your  man 
out  in  society?  The  biggest  question  is  what 
does  he  have  to  offer  you  and  your  future? 
The  issue  here  isn’t  sex,  it’s  LOVE!  No 
wonder  why  we  are  labeled  as  sex  crazed 
freaks.  I  see  queens  sleeping  with  different 
men  everyday.  Is  it  for  love?  No!  It’s  for 
acceptance.  It’s  so  silly!  You  don’t  have  to 
be  sexually  active  to  prove  your  point 

These  queens  think  I’m  crazy  because  I 
don’t  mess  around.  I  have  a  mate.  He’s  on  a 
different  block  than  me.  We  pass  letters.  His 
name’s  Corey.  We  haven’t  had  sex,  but  our 
relationship  is  going  fine.  My  feelings  for 
him  are  strong.  I  obtained  this  feeling 


without  being  “slutty,”  or  proving  my  self  as 
a  “real”  woman  as  some  men  state  to  force 
sex  and  get  their  needs  satisfied. 

Some  queens  are  so  dumb  they  bend  over 
backwards  (both  ways)  for  them  and  when 
they  realize  he’s  only  using  them  they  cry 
and  complain.  The  next  day  they’re  back  in 
the  same  mousetrap.  I  hate  to  see  my  fellow 
sisters  in  such  pain  but  they  put  themselves 
there.  I  can’t  do  nothing  but  speak  about  it. 
So  girl,  use  your  head.  What’s  better,  sex  or 
love! I’m  pretty  sure  love  is,  so  stop  putting 
yourself  in  a  trap.  Save  it  for  someone  who 
really  cares.  Having  intercourse  with 
someone  is  supposed  to  be  special  not  a 
handout.  So  the  next  time  a  “trick”  decides 
to  make  you  his  bait,  think  (with  your  head 
not  your  puss)  what’s  better  for  your 
feelings:  sex  or  love?  Maybe  once  you 
realize  this  there  will  be  less  pain  and  what 
the  time  does  come  to  make  love  with 
someone  who  really  does  care  it  will  feel 
much  better.  Don’t  give  these  creeps  the 
privilege  to  cause  us  more  pain.  They  would 
never  give  you  the  time  of  day  if  you  were 
out  on  the  streets.  Let’s  stop  hurting 
ourselves.  Society  is  doing  a  good  enough 
job  already. 

I  hope  you  don’t  think  I’m  condemning 
you.  I’m  not.  Let’s  just  use  our  heads  and 
win  this  battle  for  acceptance  together. 

I’d  like  to  hear  from  anybody  and  will 
answer  all  letters. 

Gay.  Proud.  Healthy. 

Sincerely, 
Ms.  Elizabeth  M.  Culver 
P.O.  Box  200 
Camp  Hill,  PA  17001 


For  more  information  about 
our  exciting  volunteer 
opportunities  call  426-4469 
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Boycott 

Continued  from  page  I 

UP/San  Francisco.  “As  far  as  creating  a 
diversion  of  our  time  and  energy,  they’ve 
already  succeeded.” 

Lowe  dismissed  the  charge  that  ACT  UP 
exerted  illegal  financial  influence  on  Helms’ 
campaign,  saying  that  “the  kind  of  money 
we  have  to  spend  is  nothing  like  the  money 
spent  by  the  groups  that  the  FEC  regulates. 

“We’ve  never  participated  in  electoral 
politics,”  Lowe  continued.  “There  are  people 
in  ACT  UP  who  believe  that  if  elections 
actually  changed  anything,  they’d  be 
illegal." 

Pushing  ahead  in  Texas 

“We  do  not  believe  we  have  violated  any 
regulations,”  said  William  Waybourn, 
director  of  the  Dallas  Gay  Alliance.  “We 
have  a  right  to  freedom  of  speech,”  he  said. 

“There  has  never  been  any  attempt  to  get 
at  Jesse  Helms  [himself]  because  clearly 
that’s  not  logistically  possible  for  us,” 
Wayboum  told  GCN.  He  added  that  people 
in  Texas  couldn’t  vote  in  a  North  Carolina 
Senate  race,  even  if  they  were  boycotting 
Philip  Morris  because  they  opposed  Helms. 

Wayboum  also  said  that  the  Dallas  Gay 
Alliance  is  committed  to  getting  Philip 
Morris  to  meet  the  demands  set  out  in  the 
boycott,  even  if  “the  FEC  may  want  to  make 
us  their  whipping  boy.” 

Wayboum  said  that  the  boycott  has  lost 
momentum  since  Helms’  victory  in 
November.  “The  bars  have  put  Miller  back 
in  stock,”  he  said.  He  added,  however,  that 
“the  ultimate  judge  is  the  consumer.”  The 
question  about  whether  to  purchase  Miller 
beer  still  lingers  in  the  minds  of  lesbian  and 
gay  Texans,  he  said.  “People  may  buy  Miller 
products  [in  lesbian  and  gay  bars],”  he  said, 
“but  they  certainly  wrap  their  napkins  around 
them.” 

In  the  meantime,  Wayboum  said,  local 
activists  have  been  focusing  their  attention 
on  Philip  Morris’  tour  of  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
which  is  currently  winding  its  way  through 
Texas.  Philip  Morris  is  sponsoring  a 
nationwide  tour  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  to 
promote  the  200th  anniversary  of  the 
document.  Activists  have  staged  highly 
visible  anti-Philip  Morris  actions  at  most 
stops  on  the  tour.  Dallas  activists  protested 
’Philip  Morris’  sponsorship  of  the  tour  March 
2,  and  activists  in  Houston  have  planned  a 
similar  protest  for  the  second  week  in  March. 

Wayboum  said  that  Texas  activists  are 
taking  the  FEC  complaint  seriously,  but  are 
concerned  that  an  extended  legal  battle  or 
FEC  penalties  could  be  disastrous  for  Texas’ 
small  stockpile  of  lesbian  and  gay  financial 
resources,  especially  those  for  people  with 
AIDS.  “We  have  no  backup  on  gay  and 
lesbian  services,”  Wayboum  said.  “There’s 
no  umbrella  group  [to  protect  us].  There’s  a 
lot  at  stake  here.” 

—filed  from  Boston 

Texas  race 

Continued  from  page  3 

whose  political  record  does  not  reflect  at  all 
a  regard  for  the  concerns  of  those 
communities,  I  think  it  would  be  a  stretch  of 
the  imagination  for  him  to  argue  that  he 
would  be  a  suitable  representative  of  the 
people,  in  the  purest  democratic  sense.” 

Caucus  members  told  GCN  that  the  group 
backed  Rodriguez,  choosing  not  to  endorse 
Ochoa  because  he  is  closely  aligned  with  the 
Democratic  Party.  Torres-Aponte  said  that 
the  Caucus  questioned  Rodriguez  thoroughly 
on  lesbian  and  gay  issues  and  was  more  than 
satisfied  with  his  responses. 

Ochoa  himself  backed  Rodriguez  in  the 
runoff.  “This  needs  to  stay  a  Hispanic  seat,” 
he  told  GCN.  “I’m  really  upset  that  the 
Anglo  progressive  community  felt  that  this 
was  the  one  seat  that  they  could  pull  away 
from  the  Hispanic  community.” 

“It’s  not  about  Glen  at  all,”  added  Torres- 
Aponte.  “For  us  it’s  about  David  and  seeing 
that  the  issues  that  we  work  on  day  in  and 
day  out  are  represented,”  she  said.  “David  is 
a  liberationist,  for  all  people,  and  it’s  not  just 
bullshit.  That’s  what  he  really  believes  in. 
And  when  he  says  all  people,  he  means  just 
that.” 

“Mr.  Maxey  is  very  good  at  what  he 
does,”  said  Saul  Gonzalez  of  the  Austin 
Latino  Lesbian/Gay  Organization.  “Yeah, 
he’s  been  a  school  teacher,  but  who  is  he 
representing  when  he  makes  those  decisions? 
Is  he  going  to  represent  the  white  liberal 
establishment  that  his  ties  are  to,  the 
Democratic  Party  leaders,  or  is  he  really 
going  to  represent  the  people  that  would 
benefit  most  from  a  good,  honest,  fair 
response  to  the  court  ruling?” 

Speaking  of  more  fundamental 
differences,  Gonzalez  told  GCN,  “For  years, 
we’ve  been  going  on  the  East  Side  doing  a 
lot  of  community  work,  not  centered  around 
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one  narrow  focus,  but  general  liberation.  We 
see  it  as  economic  issues,  multicultural 
issues.  The  white  gay  community  only  sees 
one  agenda  and  that’s  where  their  major 
failing  is.” 

Criticism  from  ACT  UP 

On  another  front,  some  members  of  ACT 
UP  have  criticized  Maxey  for  his  part  in  the 
1989  legislative  session.  “There  was 
definitely  a  frustration  with  Glen  as  far  as 
reporting  back  to  the  community,”  said 
Margaret  Tucker  of  the  Texas  Human  Rights 
Foundation,  who  worked  with  the  legislature 
and  with  ACT  UP  during  the  session.  “I 
don’t  know  if  it  was  so  much  that  ACT  UP 
didn’t  like  what  he  was  doing  as  that  we 
really  didn’t  know  what  he  was  doing.  And 
that  was  pretty  scary.” 

But  Michael  Matthews,  a  member  of  ACT 
UP  at  the  time  and  the  People  with  AIDS 
Coalition,  counters,  “I  have  no  problem 
supporting  Glen....  With  the  basic  nature  of 
ACT  UP  and  the  basic  nature  of  insider 
lobbying,  I  would  think  that  the  conflict 
would  be  normal.  If  you  look  at  the  Texas 
House  of  Representatives,  mean-spirited  in  a 
lot  of  cases  and  ignorant,  people  who  don’t 
know  and  don’t  want  to  know,  it’s  fairly 
remarkable  what  we  did  get  passed.” 

Concluded  Matthews,  “The  best  therapy  I 
can  think  of  for  the  Texas  House  of 
Representatives  is  to  have  Glen  Maxey 
voting  on  the  floor  as  an  equal.”  □ 

L.A.  raid 

Continued  from  page  I 

table  selling  tickets.  I’m  white,  and  that  night 
I  was  dressed  quite  ‘femme.’  They  walked 
right  past  me  at  the  table  and  handcuffed  the 
Black  woman.  She  was  just  standing  there, 
doing  nothing.” 

Police  officers  reportedly  frisked  another 
handcuffed  woman  twice  in  the  crotch  area, 
and  asked  her  if  she  was  a  man  or  a  woman. 
Adriene  Jenik,  one  of  the  party’s  organizers 
who  was  handcuffed  and  cited,  told  GCN 
that  an  officer  repeatedly  said  they  were  not 
“citing  us  because  of  what  kind  of  women 
we  were  or  what  kind  of  party  this  was.”  By 
insistently  making  these  comments,  she  said, 
“It  was  clear  to  me  that  the  police  were  in 
fact  singling  us  out” 

Austin  said  that  the  racist  and  homophobic 
aspects  of  the  raid  prompted  party  organizers 
to  go  public  with  the  incident.  “My  feeling 
about  vice  cops  is  that  they  think  they  will 
not  be  opposed  and  not  get  bad  press  because 
the  people  they  pick  up  are  often  ashamed  of 
their  crimes  and  do  not  want  attention,”  she 
said. 

“We  absolutely  want  to  challenge  this 
because  we  want  everyone  to  know  that  vice 
is  doing  this  kind  of  stuff,”  concluded 
Austin.  “Most  people  think  that  vice  only 
goes  after  gay  men.  We  want  people  to  know 
that  lesbians  are  targets  too,”  she  said, 
adding,  “and  we  plan  to  show  them 
opposition.” 

— filed  from  Boston 


Baker 
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fight  or  create  further  controversy,”  said 
Rueckauer.  “It  is  not  a  controversial  system. 
It  would  be  a  shame  if  all  the  progress  the 
police  and  the  community  made  together 
were  to  all  go  down  the  tubes  because  of  this 
one  event,”  he  said. 

“We’re  troubled  that  it  seems  to  be 
overzealous  law  enforcement,”  said  Don 
Gorton,  co-chair  of  the  Alliance.  “We’re 
very  concerned  with  the  potential 
encroachments  on  privacy  and  that  it  may 
have  a  chilling  effect  on  freedom  of 
expression.”  Gorton  told  GCN  that  he 
expects  the  Alliance’s  board  to  discuss  the 
matter  when  they  meet  on  March  1 1 ,  and  that 
there  is  a  desire  among  board  members  to  try 
to  get  BEN  “up  and  running  again.” 

While  gay  activists  are  in  general 
agreement  that  the  police  possession  of  the 
BEN  database  and  computer  is  dangerous, 
Wall  expressed  concern  that  gay  activists 
may  not  consider  involving  themselves  with 
the  sex  crimes  charges. 

“The  police  and  the  district  attorney  are 
using  MaCarthy-esque  tactics  in  this  case, 
hoping  to  divide  and  silence  the  gay 
community  with  controversial  sex  charges,” 
he  said.  “We  must  be  clear  that  it  is  the  civil 
liberties  of  all  of  us  at  stake  here.”  □ 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  SI. 

Boston,  M  A  021 1 5 
(617)267-0900 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  car 
repaired  at  an  insurance 
recommended  repair  shop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBODY 
guarantees  all  work  for  2 
years.  Come  see  us  for  all  of 
your  auto  needs  (617)  326 
9835,  9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge,  MA 

(617)868-3392 

T.  W,  F,  Sat:  10-6,  Th:12-8 

•Repairs  -Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMENS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Harrpshire  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston.  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Sen/ice 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  wtndowsi 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
Cambridge/Somerville 
References  available 
(617)  623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded,  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  A  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 

COUNSELING 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M-Ed.  Anorexia,  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 


MIRIAM  ROSENBERG. 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre,Tlm  Rodden, 
MDiv  -  547-5338.  Mark 
Crosby,  MDiv  -  944-3341, 
Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indrv,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame, 
Incest  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Malison,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St.,  Suite  109 
Boston,  M  A  02146 
(617)739-7860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men,  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacremento  St. 
CAmbridge.  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WOMEN'S  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 

Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro- West  Lesbians 
(508)443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boylston  St.  4th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  & 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA 

Peabody,  MA.  24-hr.  service 
1-800-383-2978 
MA  lie#  A7299  •  NH  lie#  3697 
ME  lic#3269  D/8/A  P.Walach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  ML  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  9264289 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

Adrianna :  (617)  426-4469 


HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  M A  02118 
(617)3365356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tu66.  and  Sat.  9-5  Wed.-Fri. 
69  Walk-In  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  2668122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

&  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  (Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
in  health  care  for  the  gay  S 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  7762271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  l_  COLUNS,  CLU 
Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3165 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  6867676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-fllm/ 
comrrt Is  actor.  Free  brochure 
&  introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)  8668448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MICKELSON 

8  Faneull  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston,  MA  (617)  367-0414 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 


PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St 
Boston ,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-4600 
Trisha  Soiio,  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  9262536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  SL  In 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)3367037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  M A  021 30 
(617)9869530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  167.  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  5261060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  SL 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)524-7565 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture,  Chiropractic, 
Massage  &  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston.  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

Prawn'S  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 
Private  baths.  Fireplaces,  Full 
breakfast.  Cottages,  1  block 
to  beach.  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(508)487-1616 


WOMEN’S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200  Th.  4,  PM-2 
AM,  F  4  PM-2  AM,  SaL  9  PM- 
2  AM,  Sun.  9  PM-1  AM 


To  get  your 
listing  in  the 
COMMUNITY 
GUIDE 
call  Trixi  at 
(617)426-4469 


Quality  (617)  524-6822 

Printing 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker  controlled 
collective  and  a  union  shop,  can 
f*  meet  your  complete  printing  needs, 

CX  from  layout  to  bindery.  Call  us  for 

nn  nt>  an  est^mate  at  524  6822  Monday 

C*  ■  •’CXI  lyC  through  Friday,  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  •  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  *02130 


^nolo  by  Larry  Ch«n  PO'jer  :ha.ih!i  lo  Jim  JacKson  and  Danny 


The  Theater  Offensive  Presents 


Abe  Rybeck 


Thursdays  &  Fridays  at  8pm  •  Saturdays  at  7  &  1  Opm  •  Sundays  at  7pm 
$9.50  IN  ADVANCE  •  $1 1 . 50  AT  THE  DOOR 


Boston  Center  for  the  Arts  •  black  box  theater 

541  Tremont  Street,  South  End 

For  reservations,  info  &  wheelchair  access  CALL:  423-0942 
Tickets  also  available  at:  Glad  Day  and  New  Words 


Getting  pissed! 

Big  noise  from  The  Red  Hot  Vulvas  and  Pop  Smear,  two 
Boston-based  queer  punk  bands 


Pictured  top:  Christina  and  Stuart  from  Red  Hot  Vulvas,  botton:  Pop  Smear 


She  Who  Loughs,  Lasts! 

A  NIGHT  OF  WOMEN'S  COMEDY! 


* 

* 


Saturday,  March  16, 1991  8pm 

Blackman  Auditorium.  Northeastern  Univ., 

Ell  Bldg.,  360  Huntington  Ave.,  on  the  Green  Line 


Box  Office:  NuArts  Ticket  Center,  360  Huntington  Axe. 

open  m-f.  12-6  pm.  or  charge  tkts.  By  phone.  437-2247  ($1  fee/order) 

Mall  orders:  Check  or  money  order  and  SASE  to: 

Sojourner  Tickets.  42  seaverns  Ave..  J.P..  MA  02130 


Tickets  also  available  at  these  locations:  New  Words,  Crones'  Harvest. 
Clad  Day,  Sandy's  Music,  wood  and  Strings,  Out  of  Town  Tickets, 
and  through  ConcertCharge  1617)  497-1118 

Call  Sojourner  for  more  Info:  16171 524-0415 


$13.50  in  advance  $14.50  at  the  door 
All  seats  Reserved  Order  Early! 


asl  interpreting  by  Alice  Harrtgan  and  Joan  wattman 
special  seating  available  Dy  request  through  box  office 
For  TTY,  use  Mass  ReUy  1  800  855  1 15S 


A  very  special  event  celebrating  SOJOURNER  s  15th  year  of  feminist  publishing 
and  the  10th  anniversary  of  Women  s  Studies  at  Northeastern  university. 


By  Wickie  Stamps 

I  crawled  out  of  a  hole  with  you  and  I 
thought  you’d  lick  away  my  wounds,” 
bellowed  Christina  Favretto  from  the 
smoky  stage  of  a  Boston  underground 
performance  space  in  February.  “But  you 
pricked  me  and  tore  me  all  apart,”  she 
continued.  Favretto,  the  lead  singer  of  the 
Red  Hot  Vulvas,  a  Boston-born  queer 
punk/underground  band  made  up  of  four 
dykes  and  one  gay  man,  wagged  her  long 
leather  tail  and  flopped  her  Mickey  Mouse 
ears  in  rhythm  to  the  powerful  bass  and 
drums.  “You  fucked  me  over,  you  shit  head,  I 
hate  you...  but  I  have  now  tuned  myself  into 
your  deepest  fears.”  The  audience  of  dykes 
and  gay  men  with  loopy  haircuts,  shaved 
heads,  black  combat  boots  and  rent  clothes 
moved  their  raised  clenched  fists  to 
punctuate  Favretto’s  lyrics.  As  the  song 
faded  out,  Favretto  shouted,  “We’re  red, 
we’re  hot  and  at  least  four/fifths  vulvas!” 
The  crowd  roared  and  this  time  slammed  the 
stifling  air  with  both  fists. 

The  Vulvas  then  went  on  to  play  a  song 
about  a  woman  blamed  for  her  own  rape: 
"She  was  wearing  a  short  tight  skirt,  so  she 
deserved  it,  the  jury  said,”  sang  Favretto. 
“It’s  okay  the  jury  said,  she  was  only  a 
prostitute,  that’s  not  a  substitute  for  a  real 
clean  woman  from  the  pages  of  Vogue.”  You 
could  feel  the  anger  and  frustration  in  the  air 
of  the  performance  space. 

Red  Hot  Vulvas  is  one  of  two  Boston-bom 
queer  bands  churning  out  nose-thumbing, 
liberationist  sounds  that  are  slashing  and 
burning  complacency.  The  second  is  Pop 
Smear,  an  all-dyke  band. 

“Our  music  is  about  being  queer,  being 
under  attack,  and  having  a  hard  time  in  this 
world,”  explains  Jenny  Hubbard,  Pop 
Smear’s  lead  singer.  “We  are  real  sick  of  the 
U.S.  government.”  During  their  performance, 
which  followed  the  Vulvas,  Pop  Smear 
articulated  their  political  orientation  by 
singing  about  the  Persian  Gulf  fiasco.  With  a 
Jimi  Hendrix  ambiance  of  guitar  squealings 
mixed  with  radio  broadcasts,  Hubbard  wailed 
“Listen  to  the  radio,  it’s  true,  listen  to  the 
radio!”  The  song  ended  with  band  members 
and  audience,  in  mantra-like  rage,  chanting 
in  unison  “1,2, 3,4,  we  don’t  want  your 
fucking  war!” 

“Our  sound  is  offensive,  angry,  about 
being  broke,  alone  and  upset,"  Hubbard 
explained  earlier  that  week  as  we  sat  in  Pop 
Smear’s  cold,  barren  practice  space.  “We 
also  sing  about  coming  out,  drug  addiction, 
incest  and  misogyny — shit  like  that.  Also, 
just  getting  on  stage  as  a  bunch  of  out  dykes 
is  political.  We  are  trying  to  build  an  ethic 
where  dykes  can  see  themselves  reflected  in 


art,  which  is  also  what  our  music  is.” 

“But  we  have  fun  too,”  inteijects  Blender, 
Pop  Smear’s  guitarist  who  goes  by  her  first 
name  only.  “Yeah,”  says  Hubbard.  “We’re 
just  nice  girls  who  like  to  yell  real  loud  and 
have  fun  while  we  sing!”  Their  song,  “I 
Can’t  Sit  Still,”  accentuates  their  frustrated 
but  flippant  outlook.  About  the  trials  and 
tribulations  of  lesbian  relationships,  the  song 
laments:  “Sometimes  I  think  I’ll  settle  down 
and  find  a  girl  to  tie  me  down,  but  I  just  can’t 
sit  still  and  I  just  can’t  stop  fucking  around.” 

“We  also  use  parody.”  says  Stuart 
Wamsley,  the  exceptional  bass  playing  boy  in 
the  Vulvas.  When  he  performs  he  wears 
combat  boots,  a  black  bikini  bathing  suit,  a 
“Fear  no  Art”  button,  black  electrical  tape 
over  his  nipples — and  his  guitar.  “I  parody 
masculine  images.  Although  I  dress  up  as  a 
body  builder,  at  the  same  time  I  wear  black 
tape  over  my  tits  to  accentuate  that  women 
can’t  expose  their  bodies  in  the  same  way  a 
man  can,  because  society  says  it  is  too 
sexual,  too  erotic  for  people  to  handle.  The 
tape  on  my  nipples  accentuates  this 
hypocrisy.” 

“We’re  associated  with  white  girl  punk,” 
explains  Blender.  But  the  roots  of  these 
musicians,  many  of  whom  have  performed 
for  years,  run  back  to  1970s  punk  rock — a 
subset  of  rock  and  roll — with  its  roots  in 
England.  Punk  is  their  musical  nanny.  Punk 
music,  and  the  accompanying  scene, 
emerged  out  of  a  frustration  with  the 
perceived  commercialization  of  rock  and  roll. 
A  “do-it-yourself’  ethos  encouraged  people 
with  no  formal  musical  training  to  start 
bands,  record  music,  and  learn  the 
technology  of  the  music  industry.  Spliced 
throughout  the  punk  scene  was  anarchistic 
politics,  and  in  many  cases  an  emphasis  on 
gender-fuck  and  androgyny.  Punk  also 
cracked  the  door  for  women  to  start  bands, 
and  write  and  perform  music.  “Patti  Smith 
was  our  mom,”  explains  Hubbard. 

The  strains  of  the  punk  scene  are 
interwoven  throughout  the  work  and  lives  of 
the  Pop  Smear  and  Vulva  musicians.  They 
don’t  have  formal  musical  training,  they  just 
create  from  their  passion.  “Also  in  our  music 
and  looks,  we  play  with  images  of  gender,  by 
either  exaggerating  a  particular  look  or  doing 
gender-fuck,”  explains  Wamsley.  “This 
playing  with  roles  represents  an  attempt  to 
call  into  question  the  rigid  gender  barrier  in 
music  today.  As  a  gay  man,  this  ambiguous 
or  androgynous  look  allows  me  the  freedom 
to  question  men’s  roles.” 

Most  band  members  are  political  animals. 
They  attend  demos  and  national  anarchist 
conventions.  Locally,  the  hub  of  their 
musical  and  political  activity  is  Rock  Againsl 

Continued  on  page  9 
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DAVID  HENRY 


No  place  like  home 

The  absence  of  feminist  and  openly  lesbian  and  gay  speakers 
was  just  one  major  problem  at  a  recent  Boston  conference  for 
progressive  Jews 


By  Liz  Galst 

It  was  another  one  of  those  “I  should  have 
known  better”  situatibns:  Tikkun 
magazine,  that  text-heavy,  male- 
dominated,  hetero-centric,  kind-of- 
progressive  bimonthly  “Jewish  Critique  of 
Politics,  Culture  &  Society"  was  having  a 
day-long  mini-conference  at  Boston 
University  Feb.  10,  (“Foci:  A  Jewish  Teach- 
In  on  the  Iraq  War;  The  Dilemma  of 
Progressive  Jews:  Universalism  vs. 
Progressivism”)  and — despite  having  seen 
the  program  beforehand — I  went.  Sure,  I 
knew  for  the  most  part,  it  might  end  up 
being,  what  it  turned  out  to  be:  a  big  waste  of 
time. 

But  I  sort  of  had  to  go.  This  is  Boston, 
and  rare  are  the  opportunities  to  be  in  a  room 
with  more  than  four  Jews  at  one 
time — especially  the  progressive  Jews  who 
represent  the  Tikkun  faithful.  Plus,  there  was 
the  war,  the  yucky  war,  and  I  needed  a 
Jewish  place  to  think,  talk,  and  emote  about 
it.  The  conference  was  what  was  available  to 
me.  I  mean,  I  don’t  exactly  love  Tikkun-,  I 
read  it  because  my  favorite  Jewish 
progressive  publication,  Genesis  2,  folded 
last  year  just  after  publishing  its  20th 
anniversary  issue.  May  it  rest  in  peace. 

So  I  put  aside  the  fact  that  I’m  not 
particularly  fond  of  Tikkun  editor  Michael 
Lemer,  whom  I’ve  always  considered 
pompous  and  who  was  to  be  a  featured 
speaker  at  the  conference.  I  put  aside  my 
understanding  that  if  you  have  a  conference, 
80  percent  of  the  speakers  shouldn’t  be  men. 

I  put  aside  my  feeling  that  the  registration 
fee,  $45,  was  obscenely  expensive,  and  my 
shock  that  there  was  no  sliding  scale  for 
admission.  No,  I  did  not  boycott  the  event 
even  though,  for  some  not  amazingly  clear 
reason,  students  were  segregated  into  their 
very  own  Tikkun-sponsoTed  conference 
across  town,  a  conference  that  many 
attendees  described  as  being  to  be  much 
more  interesting  (and  queer  positive)  than 
this  one. 

But,  like  I  said,  there  aren’t  a  lot  of 
options,  especially  since  the  Iraqi  bombing  of 
Israel  turned  many  Jewish  doves  into  hawks 
overnight.  And  maybe  there’ d  be  some  cute 
girls  there.  Maybe,  despite  my  intuition,  the 
conference  would  be  wonderful,  like  the  one 
Tikkun  (the  name  refers  to  the  “repair  of  the 
world,”  which  Jews  are  enjoined  to 
participate  in)  sponsored  two  years  ago  in 
New  York.  That  was  a  conference  my  friend 
Beatrice  describes  with  more  than  ho-  usual 
amount  of  excitement  and  gesticulation.  Yes, 

I  was  hoping  against  hope,  but  I  wasn’t  alone 
in  this  particularly  Jewish  response.  Several 
other  progressive  Jews  I  know — queer  and 
straight  alike — had  made  the  same 
disgruntled  decision,  so  I  figured  I’d  be  in 
good  company.  What  the  hell. 

Well,  the  hell,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  started 
early.  About  9:00  a.m.  early.  A  group  of 
right-wing  Jews  were  picketing  the  B.U. 
Hillel — not  because  the  building  is 
inaccessible  (and  how,  in  this  day  and  age, 
could  anyone  consider  holding  a  conference 
in  a  space  that  is  inaccessible  to  people  with 
mobility  impairments?).  Rather,  they  were 
protesting  the  presence  of  Noam  Chomsky, 
professor  of  linguistics  at  MIT  and  the  left- 
wing  author  of  many  thick  books  on  the 
politics  of  the  Middle  East.  And,  they  were 
protesting  us.  They  were  telling  us  that  we 
were  a  bunch  of  schmendricks  and  that  we 
should  support  bombing  Iraq  back  into  the 
stone  age. 

Inside,  things  got  better.  There  was  coffee, 
bagels,  tons  of  people  with  tons  of  curly 
Jewish  hair,  and  a  large  number  of  familiar 
homosexual  faces.  I  was  a  Jew  among  Jews, 
a  queer  among  queers,  no  longer  such  a 
stranger  in  this  very  strange  land.  Or  so  I 
thought. 

The  program  began  with  a  choice  of  five 
workshops:  Abraham  Heschel  &  Prophetic 
Theology,  World  Poverty,  The  Struggle  for 
the  University;  Problems  in  Relationships 
between  Jewish  Men  and  Jewish  Women; 
and  a  Discussion  of  the  Gulf  War.  I  picked 
Heschel,  the  famous  rabbi  and  teacher  who 
marched  with  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  and 
who  was  an  amazingly  active  member  of  the 
anti-war  movement  in  the  ’60s. 

I’ve  been  looking  for  a  little  faith  for  about 
28  years  now,  and  I  was  hoping  Heschel 
might  help  me  find  it  What  I  found  instead 
was  a  lecture.  Sadly,  there  was  no  discussion 
about  the  intersection  of  Judaism  and 
activism,  even  in  Heschel’s  life.  Still,  the 
lecture  was  kind  of  interesting.  It’s  not  often 
you  get  to  hear  in  detail  about  a  prince  of  the 

8  •  MARCH  11-17,  1991  •  GAY 


Polish  Chassidic  nobility  like  Heschel  who 
renounces  his  throne  and  becomes  an  activist 
sort  of  like  the  rest  of  us.  Edward  Kaplan,  the 
presenter,  was  very  knowledgeable  and, 
whenever  he  made  an  important  point,  his 
head  would  bob  up  and  down  like  one  of 
those  plastic  little  dogs  people  have  in  their 
rear-view  windows.  I  found  this  somewhat, 
well,  almost,  entertaining. 

Little  did  I  know  at  that  early  hour  that  the 
lecture-as-workshop  would  become  the 
leitmotif  of  the  day.  In  fact,  despite  all  of 
Michael  Lemer’s  talk  about  how  we  were 
here  to  build  a  movement  of  progressive 
Jews  (which  Lemer,  ignoring  over  100  years 
of  Jewish  progressive  political  history, 
described  hubristically  as  “The  Tikkun 
Movement”),  the  conference  organizers 
structured  the  day  so  that  movement  building 
was  next  to  impossible. 

Not  only  were  the  workshops  really 
lectures  with  a  little  time  for  questions  at  the 
end,  but  there  was  no  room  or  time  made  for 
caucuses  where  participants  could  interact 
with  each  other.  There  were  no  opportunities 
to  hook  up  with  local  and  national  Jewish 
progressive  groups  like  New  Jewish  Agenda 
and  the  Workmen’s  Circle,  so  that  we  could 
put  our  ideas  and  energy  into  action.  What 
chutzpah  and  shortsightedness  to  think  a 
magazine  alone  could  be  an  entire 
movement! 

Like  I  said,  Kaplan’s  lecture  wasn’t 
terrible.  It  wasn’t  great,  but  it  wasn’t  terrible. 
According  to  other  people  I  knew  at  the 
conference,  the  same  could  be  said  of  the 
other  workshops,  even  the  “Discussion  of  the 
Gulf  War,”  which  itself  was  not  much  of  a 
discussion. 

It’s  a  schmekel  thing 

Next  up,  across  campus,  was  the  morning 
plenary  session:  “Linkage?  The  US-Israeli 
Relationship  and  Its  Meaning  for  the  Gulf.” 
The  moment,  in  some  perverse  way,  we’d  all 
been  waiting  for.  Now  if,  as  Lemer  said  in 
his  introductory  remarks,  he  and  whoever 
else  organized  this  conference  were  serious 
about  creating  a  safe  space  for  us  to  discuss 
Linkage,  then  (a)  there  would  have  been 
opportunities  for  discussion;  and  more 
importantly  (b)  he  wouldn’t  have  put  on  the 
same  panel  two  figures  who’ve  been  feuding 
publicly  for  years.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the 
Jewish  equivalent  of  the  World  Heavyweight 
Boxing  Championships  began.  In  one  comer, 
Alan  Dershowitz,  Harvard  Law  School 
professor,  media  hound  (portrayed  by  the 
much-better-looking  Ron  Silver  in  the  recent 
film  Reversal  of  Fortune ),  and  co-proprietor 
of  the  failed  Maven’s  Kosher  Court 
Restaurant  in  Harvard  Square.  In  the  other 
comer,  Noam  Chomsky.  And  in  the  middle, 
Bemie  Avishai,  author  of  The  Tragedy  of 
Zionism  and  A  New  Israel.  He  is  also  the 
editor  of  the  Harvard  Business  Review. 
Unfortunately,  there  was  no  ref. 

“Oh,  how  refreshing,”  I  thought,  “three 
straight  men  talk  about  the  war.”  I  didn’t 
have  the  nerve  to  scream  out  “Where  are  the 
women?”  as  Lemer  began  his  introductions. 
Avishai  was  really  the  most  interesting  of  the 
three.  He  spoke  of  Israel’s  changing  security 
needs — that  is,  Israel  is  most  threatened  now 
by  unrest  in  the  occupied  territories,  not  by 
its  neighbors.  He  spoke  of  Israel’s  and 
Palestine’s  need  for  peace  in  order  to  be 
competitors  in  the  global  economy,  and,  he 
informed  us  that  land — long  thought  to  the 
guarantor  of  Israel’s  security — provides  no 
defense  against  high-tech  weapons  like 
Scuds.  Unlike  either  Chomsky  or  Dershowitz 
(neither  of  whom  spent  much  time  discussing 
the  Israeli-Palestinian  conflict  and  its 
possible  resolution),  Avishai  urged  we  put 
our  energy  into  solving  the  situation, 
because,  on  its  own  merits  and  not  because 
of  any  linkage  that  Saddam  Hussein  has 
required,  this  conflict  demands  resolution. 

After  Avishai  spoke,  we  then  heard  from 
Chomsky.  In  his  usual  oratory  style, 
Chomsky  offered  his  audience  a  list  along 
the  lines  of,  “This  is  what  you  should  do  to 
solve  an  international  crisis.”  You  should 
explore  sanctions  and  diplomacy.  You  should 
not  invade  an  invader,  even  if  they  are  doing 
horrific  things  to  the  people  whose  territory 
they  have  invaded.  You  should  negotiate  on 
all  points  that  the  invaders  wishes  to 
negotiate.  You  should  allow  time  for 
economic  sanctions  to  take  hold. 

Chomsky  was  full  of  information  about 
Iraq  and  its  connections  to  the  U.S. 
government,  information  you  don’t  hear 
much  in  the  mainstream  press.  “There  is 
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good  evidence  that  sanctions  were 
working — evidence  released  by  American 
officials,  so  there’s  no  reason  to  doubt  it,”  he 
commented,  and  then  listed  peace  overtures 
Hussein  had  made  and  that  the  U.S.  failed  to 
respond  to.  Chomsky  won  much  favor  with 
the  audience  when  he  stated  that  “Hussein  is 
a  murderous  gangster.  It’s  just  that  the 
government  liked  him  better  when  he  was 
our  murderous  gangster.” 

Dershowitz:  Dershowitz,  Dershowitz, 
Dershowitz.  Alan  Dershowitz  made  a 
presentation  unencumbered  by  facts.  Instead, 
he  harangued  us  and  tried  to  whip  up 
whatever  groundless  hysteria  he  could.  He 
told  us  that  even  though  he  favored  a  two- 
state  solution,  he  was  one  of  the  few  in  the 
room  who  was  willing  to  recognize  the 
presence  of  evil  in  the  world,  that  evil  being, 
in  part  “A  mass  movement  in  the  Arab  world 
in  favor  of  the  destruction  of  the  state  of 
Israel.” 

Then,  during  the  time  set  aside  for  the 
debaters  to  respond  to  one  another,  the  shit 
really  began  to  fly.  Dershowitz  launched  a 
verbal  assault  on  Chomsky;  Chomsky,  in  his 
own  taciturn  fashion,  replied.  Back  and  forth 
it  wait,  until  the  audience  was  totally  fed  up. 
Someone  in  the  audioice  screamed  “Debate 
like  adults!”  and,  during  question  time, 
lesbian  Felice  Yeskel  stood  up,  furious.  After 
questioning  the  absence  of  women  on  the 
panel,  she  asked  “If  we  can  not  figure  out  a 
way  to  have  this  discussion  without  it 
turning  into  a  huge  fight,  what  hope  is  there 
for  some  kind  of  resolution  to  the  larger 
problem?”  Who  could  disagree?  And  who 
could  forget  that  in  all  of  this,  the  issue  of  the 
Israeli’s  brutal  oppression  of  the  Palestinians 
was  totally  overlooked. 

After  lunch,  Michael  Lerner  took  the 
podium  for  an  hour  and  fifteen  minutes,  and, 
surprisingly,  redeemed  himself  a  little  bit. 
His  speech  (which  was  one  of  those  grand- 
design  oratories  his  readers  will  be  familiar 
with),  addressed  the  war,  anti-Semitism  on 
the  left  and  in  the  anti-war  movement,  self- 
hatred  amongst  Jewish  leftists,  and  the  good 
and  bad  points  about  ’60’s  New  Left 
activism. 

Lerner  told  us  what,  sadly,  we  already 
knew:  many  people  want  to  blame  Israel  and 
the  Jews  for  all  the  problems  in  the  Middle 
East.  He  said  that  these  are  “the  old  lies  of 
Jewish  power  are  resurrected  from  the  days 
of  the  Nazis.”  He  added  that  "Saddam 
Hussein  is  no  Ho  Chi  Minh.”  This  war  was 
good  for  nobody;  it  would  only  serve  to 
further  destabilize  the  region.  Lerner 
denounced  anti-Semitism  in  the  Peace 
Movement,  which  often  manifests  itself  in  a 
willingness  to  condemn  Israeli  human  rights 
violations  and  not  those  committed  by  the 
Iraqi  government,  or  by  other  Arab 
governments.  He  took  the  Left  to  task  for 
failing  to  support  Zionism,  the  only  “national 
liberation  movement  the  Left  has  ignored.” 
But,  Lemer  himself  failed  to  engage  in  any 
discussion  of  the  Left's  traditional  anti- 
imperialism  and  how,  if  at  all,  Zionism  might 
come  into  conflict  with  that.  Later  in  the 
speech,  he  urged  us  to  do  what  the  Left  has 
not,  that  is  to  take  our  Jewishness  seriously. 
Half  the  audience  gave  him  a  standing 
ovation. 

The  next  plenary  featured,  or  it  may  be 
more  accurate  to  say  was  supposed  to 
feature,  a  discussion  of  ethnic  and  racial 
identity  and  how  that  figured  into  the  place 
of  Jews  in  the  U.S.  and  our  interactions  with 
other  racial  and  ethnic  groups.  The  panel 
started  off  on  a  good  foot,  with  Gary  Pella-, 
Georgetown  University  Law  School 
Professor  and  Tikkun  contributing  editor, 
suggesting  we  embrace  the  Black 
nationalism  of  the  type  put  forth  by  the 
Panthers.  After  Peller  spoke,  Randall 
Kennedy,  professor  of  law  at  Harvard  and 
editor  of  the  new  African-American  journal 
Reconstruction ,  spoke  about  African 
American-Jewish  relations.  He  described 
himself  as  integrationist,  not  a  nationalist, 
and  said  that  we  should  not  “overdo”  the 
tension  between  Black  and  Jewish  people, 
that  at  the  conference  he,  as  a  Black  man, 
felt  he  was  among  frioids.  But  “oppression,” 
he  reminded  us,  “does  not  ennoble  people.” 
Any  accentuated  disappointments  we  and 
African-Americans  had  in  our  cultural 
relationships  was  due  to  exaggerated, 
romanticized  expectations. 

It  was  after  these  two  speakers  that  things 
began  to  go  downhill  fast.  Esther  Shapiro, 
professor  of  psychology  at  UMass  and  the 
only  woman  to  make  it  onto  the  main  stage 
that  day,  blathered  about  her  experiences 
growing  up  in  an  Ashkenazi-Cuban  family. 
She  was  so  disorganized  and  unprepared,  it 
was  embarrassing.  Harvard  Law  Ptofessor 
Duncan  Kennedy  attempted  to  discuss  how 
one  goes  about  developing  a  multicultural 
movement,  but  he,  too,  just  rambled. 


As  a  feminist  and  a  dyke,  I  felt  particularly 
angry  at  the  absence  of  feminist  and  openly 
lesbian  and  gay  speakers  on  these  panels. 
Ours  are  some  of  the  most  vital  voices  in  the 
progressive  Jewish  political  and  cultural 
movement.  There  were  large  numbers  of 
queer  participants  at  the  conference  ready  to 
be  embraced  as  full  members  of  the  Jewish 
Community.  Yet,  there  seemed  only  to  be 
room  for  us  in  the  margins,  only  room  for  us 
to  discuss  topics  that  were  somehow  less 
coitral  to  the  Tikkun  mission.  Kinehora ,  God 
Forbid,  Michael  Lemer  should  appear  on  the 
same  platform  with  a  cocksucker  or  a 
muffdiver,  no  less!  So,  it  was  in  the 
afternoon  workshops  where  we  finally  found 
our  place.  It’s  unfortunate  these  happened  so 
late  in  the  day,  as  most  of  us  were  already 
fairly  fried.  It’s  likewise  unfortunate  that  the 
panel  “Gay  Jewish  Men  Discuss  the  AIDS 
Crisis”  conflicted  with  “Jewish  Feminist 
Response  to  Conflict  in  the  Middle  East,” 
because  both  seemed  to  provide  an  antidote 
to  the  rigid  format  that  held  sway  for  most  of 
the  conference. 

Peter  Atlas  of  ACT  UP/Boston,  Matt 
Stern,  Director  of  Northern  Lights 
Altematives/New  England,  Abe  Rybeck,  and 
Bruce  Ward,  a  gay  man  with  HTV  infection, 
spoke  from  a  Jewish  perspective  of  their 
confrontations  with  the  AIDS  crisis.  Atlas 
seemed  to  speak  for  his  fellow  panelists 
when  he  said  “Part  of  the  ‘Neva  Again’  that 
we  learned  as  Jews  is  that  we  can  not  walk 
silently  to  our  deaths.  That’s  why  I  joined 
ACT  UP.”  Matt  Stem  also  connected  his 
activism  with  his  Jewish  identity  and  spoke 
of  a  new  desire  to  explore  Jewish  spirituality 
in  the  face  of  the  overwhelming  experience 
of  the  AIDS  pandemic.  Rybeck  performed 
excerpts  of  his  performance  piece  “This  Is 
Not  a  Test.”  He  talked  about  the  need  for 
straight  people,  including  straight  Jews,  to 
take  up  the  struggle  against  AIDS.  Ward 
discussed  his  work  on  the  Combined  Jewish 
Philanthropies  AIDS  Task  Force  and  his 
experiences  with  HIV  infection.  He  noted 
also,  that  he  had  started  attending  Healing 
Services  at  the  Arlington  Street  Church  but 
had  found  few  such  services  available  in  the 
Jewish  community.  [Since  the  conference. 
Temple  Israel  in  Boston  has  held  its  first 
healing  service.]  In  the  discussion  that 
followed,  several  straight  participants  echoed 
the  need  to  bring  the  discussion  of  AIDS  into 
the  mainstream  Jewish  community. 

Melanie  Kaye/Kantrowitz,  Sue  Dorfman, 
and  Brenda  Needle  spoke,  in  the  Jewish 
Feminist  Response  to  Conflict  in  the  Middle 
East  Workshop,  with  a  group  of  over  50 
women  and  pro-feminist  men.  Dorfman 
showed  slides  of  her  recent  visit  to  several 
refugee  camps  in  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza. 
Kaye/Kantrowitz  talked  about  the  Israeli 
Peace  Camp  and  its  response  to  the  Gulf 
War.  All  in  all,  many  participants  expressed 
their  relief  at  being  able  to  discuss  these 
problems  in  a  feminist  context. 

And  then,  boom,  the  conference  was  over. 
No  closing  gathering,  no  nothing.  I  was  still 
reeling  from  my  anger  and  dissatisfaction. 
All  day  Michael  Lemer  spoke  of  our  need  to 
build  a  movement  by  supporting  our  cultural 
institutions,  by  which  he  meant  Tikkun.  Well, 
maybe  it’s  time  Tikkun  thought  of  building  a 
movement  by  supporting  us.  □ 

Punks 
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Sexism  (RAS),  a  collective  of  gay,  lesbian 
and  bisexual  musicians  and  activists  who 
organize  against  homophobia,  racism  and 
sexism  in  the  rock  and  roll  industry.  The 
group  also  publishes  an  8  x  10  xeroxed 
magazine  referred  to  as  a  fanzine — a  crucial 
means  for  punk/underground  activists  and 
musicians  to  network.  Nationally,  some  band 
members’  lives  intersect  with  the 
“queercore”  or  “homocore”  movement,  a 
web  of  queer  cultural  activists  and  musicians 
who  are  in  bands  and  publish  fanzines. 

The  Red  Hot  Vulvas  and  Pop  Smear  are 
angry,  talented  queer  musicians  who  are 
doing  for  the  '90s  militant  wing  of  the  gay 
and  lesbian  movement  what  The  Doors  did 
for  the  ’60s  Left:  harnessing  and  then 
brilliantly  articulating  through  music  the  rage 
and  frustration  that  feeds  our  revolutions. 
When  you  get  a  chance,  check  them  out. 
They  will  definitely  reignite  any  flickering 
political  ire.  □ 

Garden 

Continued  from  backpage 

intelligence  and  honesty  shine  through  every 
frame.  His  use  of  Christian  iconography  is 
both  dazzling  and  disarming.  It’s  as  if  we  are 
privy  to  an  extraordinarily  personal  search 
for  salvation.  Q 

This  month,  the  Brattle  will  screen  films 
of  interest  to  lesbian  and  gay  audiences. 
Schedules  are  available  at  the  theatre. 
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Popular  Myths  About  AIDS:  #3 


FACT:  The  currently  prescribed  dose  of  AZT 
is  not  toxic  to  most  people. 

Early  stories  of  AZT  toxicity  described  the  medical  care 
of  people  in  advanced  stages  of  AIDS,  already  in  poor 
health,  and  taking  very  high  doses  of  the  drug  -  up  to 
1200  mg!  Now  the  prescribed  dose  is  300-500  mg. 

People  who  are  HIV  positive,  but  have  no  other 
symptoms  and  are  generally  in  good  health,  ususally 
feel  no  side  effects.  And,  for  those  few  who  are 
adversely  affected  by  AZT,  other  effective  drugs 
may  soon  be  available,  perhaps  ddl  and  ddC. 


Safer  sex,  testing  and  early  treatment 

must  still  be  a  part  of  your  life 

and  can  keep  you  healthy  through  the  90’s. 


It’s  not  over  yet. 

There  is  still  time  for  us  to  win  the  fight! 


Information:  AIDS  ACTION  Line 
(617)  536-7733  or  (800)  235-2331 
Paid  for  by  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee 


mwM 


Let  Gay  Selections  help  you  find  that  special  man 
from  right  here  in  the  Mew  England  area. 

Listen  to  dozens  of  messages  from  gay  men,  or  leave 
a  message  of  your  own. 

GAY 

SELECTIONS™ 

1-500-370-2266 

Try  our  demo  number:  (617)  262-7272 
Only  {1  per  minute.  Must  be  1?  years  or  older.  ©Jartel,  Ine.,  1991 


Meet 
That 
Special 
Man! 


GAY  PARTY  LINE 

SPEAK  TO  MEN  FOvtALlCVER  THE 
WORLD. . .  NO  RESTRICTIONS ! ! 

011-599-6868 

-regular  long  distance  toll  charges  apply. 


USE  YOUR  MOUTH... 


CALL  THE 

1-900f£UN-1990 

VOICEMAIL  PERSONALS  AND  MORE 


#1  IN  THE  USA! 


CALL  NOW! 


1-900-646-4646 


•  "Talking  Personals"  in  over  25  Gay  Categories 

•  Meet  Nice  Guys  for  Dating  and  Friendship 

•  Meet  Hot  Guys  that  like  to  get  REAL  WILD! 

•  Fun-Safe-Easy  to  use-Open  24  Hours 

Gay  owned  and  operated  $2/min. 

More  information  (305)  565-4455  ext.2355 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals  B Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Bones  should  be  addressed  to  GCN 
Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes 
only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to 
Boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 


PETE  AND  TONY 

Met  Key  West  Feb.  3rd — La  Ti  Da  Tea  Dance.  Jeff 
203-846-4890  or  203  222-5858  (42) 


QUALITY  FRIENSHIPS 

Student,  28,  into  friends,  family,  social 
consciousness,  politics  (I’m  a  Humphrey  Democrat), 
films  and  music  (1920's-present),  art-deco  design, 
outdoors.  I  seek  friends  of  all  types,  ages 
(Singles/Couples,  M/F)  to  share  interests,  respect  for 
humanity.  Let’s  correspond.  Mike  Miller,  P.O.  Box 
34125,  San  Diego,  CA  92163-4125 


THAT  SPECIAL  DADDY  LOVING 

Me:  Dark,  hairy  Italian  leatherman,  6'2".  225  lbs.  If 
you're  looking  for  Adonis,  skip  my  ad.  But  if  you're 
looking  for  a  man  that  matches  the  description  of 
husky,  stocky  and  firm  &  broad,  I  may  interest  you. 
I'm  into  a  number  of  things  (FF.GR  active,  Wax,  to 
name  a  few)and  for  the  right  bottom  will  adapt  If 
you're  tired  of  always  playing  the  Daddy  and  need 
that  special  Daddy  loving,  contact  me.  Short,  stocky 
and/or  balding  men  encouraged  to  reply.  Responses 
w/  pictures  answered  first,  but  all  responses  will  be 
answered.  GCN  Box  111 


YOUNG  GWM  SEEKS  COMPANIONSHIP 

Texas  inmate,  23,  6'  4",  215,  green  eyes,  light  brown 
hair.  Associate's  Degree,  creative,  top,  safe  HIV  neg., 
enjoys  tennis,  raquetball  and  swimming.  Seeks 
professional  type  for  long  term  correspondence, 
frienship,  and  possible  relationship  upon  release  in 
1993.  Discreet  sincere  inquiries  please.  GCN  Box 
599  (32) 


WAY  TOO  HOT! 

Naughty  photos,  nasty  phone  calls,  dirty  letters, 
home  made  videos.  Til  show  you  mine,  you  show  me 
yours.  GM  looking  to  swap,  GCN  Box  358 


PORTER  SQUARE  T  STOP 

2/25/91,  10:50  AM;  last  car  on  inbound  train:  YOU: 
salt  and  pepper  beard,  jeans,  winter  coat, 
book/catalouge.  ME:  sitting  directly  accross  from 
you.  Blue  jeans,  (discreetly  tom),  blue+white  striped 
shirt,  bulky  winter  coat,  bearded,  glasses,  Globe. 
Were  you  re-arranging  yourself  or  sending  me  a 
message?  I  got  off  at  Park  Street  but  I  wanted  to  get 
off  with  you!  GCN  Box  601 


C’MON  WOMAN— BUTCH  ME  OVER 

Sensitive  independent  lesbian  seeks  joyous 
encounters  with  adventerous  dykes.  We  are  each 
honest,  pro-sexual,  tender/strong.  No  drugs,  fat- 
phobia,  head-games  (except  below  the  belt).  Boston 
area.  (fw34) 


Young  academic  seeks  active  leftist  lesbian  to  court. 
You  must  be  both  sarcastic  and  amiable.  Adventure 
awaits.  GCN  Box  600  (33) 


Extremely  shy  GWF  physicist  returning  to  Boston 
after  5  year  absence  seeks  professional  women  for 
friendship  and  romance.  GCN  Box  500  (fw35) 


RHODE  ISLAND  DYKE 

Late  thirties  lesbian  into  progressive  politics,  music, 
exploring  life.  Seeking  friendship,  maybe  more  with 
woman  thirty  or  older.  P.O.  Box  40203  Providence, 
RI 02904 


GROUP  SEX  OR  I  ON  I  ACTION 

When  you  have  MEN  on  your  mind  or  meeting  that 
special  guy  call  REAL  MEN  Club  617/848-0027  and 
DO  IT  all  night  (35) 


JVW  \ 

You're  coming  up  on  Thursday 
(or  maybe  Monday  next?) 

But  someday  or  another 
We'll  manage  to  connect 

Your  staying  with  your  sister 
But  only  for  3  nights 
Because  you've  got  to  satisfy 
Several  greedy  dykes 

On  Friday  you'll  be  shopping 
At  night,  you'll  hit  the  bars 
On  Saturday — friends  from  Smith 
On  Sunday — D.A.R.S 

On  Monday  visit  what's-her-name 
Then  call  the  girl  back  home 
Four  hours  a  day  spent  at  the  gym 
Plus  six  more  on  the  phone 

But  maybe  on  my  birthday 
You  can  find  a  little  time 
And  spend  it  with  that  lovesick  girl 
Who  writes  these  fucking  rhymes 


BLACK  LEATHER  JACKET 

After  “Dancing  Throught  the  Decades”  did  you  go 
home  with  a  black  leather  jacket?  My  coat  was  taken 
from  the  coat  check  with  a  key  from  the  Chandler 
Inn.  I'd  like  to  go  home  to  San  Francisco  with  it. 
Please  call  A.B.  at  661-6771.  No  questions  asked. 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  CLASSIFIEDS 

HEADLINE  (optional) 

BOLD _ 

max.  30  characters 

FLAMER _ 

max.  20  characters 

COPY  _ 


Attach  extra  sheets  as  necessary.  Each  word  after  25  words 

BASIC  COST 

□  Non-business: 

56  for  1st  25  words;  25#  for  each  addtl  word  $ _ 

□  Business: 

$8  for  1st  25  words;  35#  for  each  addtl  word 
5 _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs)  5 _ 

HEADING 

□  Flamer  $3.00  x_ 

□  Bold  $1.50  x _ 


.  (number  of  runs)  $_ 

(number  of  tuns)  $_ 

Discounts 

10-20  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

21-30  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

3 1  +  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $_ 

BOX  SERVICE 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  six  weeks  $_ 

BOXED  DISPLAY  CLASSIFIEDS 

D  $15  per  column  inch.  inches  x  $15  $_ 

TOTAL  $_ 

Name _ 


costs  25 (,  business  ads  35  ( 

CATEGORY 

□  PERSONALS 

□  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

□  HELP  WANTED 

□  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS 

□  SUMMER  RENTALS 

□  TRAVEL 

□  FOR  SALE 

□  PUBLICATIONS 

□  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES 

□  RIDES 

□  MOVERS 


Address, 
City _ 


State 


.  zip_ 


Phone 


Deadline  for  Classifieds  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  each  Friday's  edition.  All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 
No  ads  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  clip  and  return  this  ad  form  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  02116 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


THE  1990  EZ  PEACE  FORM 

Have  you  returned  yours? 

Send  it  in  today  and  make  sure  your  taxes  pay  for 
peace,  not  war!  Alternative  Revenue  Service:  339 
Lafayette  Street,  NY,  NY  10012  1/800/955-PEACE 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or 
formerly  experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual 
abuse  by  a  woman  partner.  For  info  and  support  call 
HAWC,  (508)  744-6841  (voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5) 

(33) 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


CELEBRATING  LESBIAN  RELATIONSHIPS 

Weekend  country  retreat  for  all  lesbians  to  explore 
relationships  with  lovers,  former  lovers,  friends,  and 
with  women  from  different  ethnic,  economic,  and 
racial  backgrounds.  Two  locations:  March  29-31, 
Rowe  Conference  Center,  Mass.;  May  3-5,  Phoenicia 
Pathwork  Center,  New  York,  NY.  Call  (215)  732- 
3556  (34) 


Help  W  a  n  t  e 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Foundation  for  Children  with  AIDS  is  seeking 
volunteers  to  commit  to  3  hrs.  per  month.  For  more 
info,  please  call  Loretta  at  625-2121. 


Part-time  OUTREACH  WORKER  needed  for  a 
multi-cultural  battered  women's  shelter.  Duties 
include  public  speaking  and  community  organizing. 
Spanish-speaking  helpful.  Women  of  color  and 
formerly  battered  women  encouraged  to  apply.  16 
hours/week.  6  month  contract.  Send  resume  by 
March  29  to  Transition  House,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Harvard  Square  Station,  Cambridge,  MA  02238.  (33) 


PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDANT 

Arlington/Somerville  area.  Car  necessary 
dependability  a  must.  Will  train.  Call  Bill  at  648- 
0578.  After  7:00  PM  leave  message.  (34) 


For  Sale 


LOVE  SHACK  GETAWAY! 

Romantic  Monhegan  Island,  Maine.  3  bedroom,  2 
bath  summer  house  with  charm.  Rustic.  Kerosene 
4nd  gas  run  appliances.  Solid.  Requires  cosmetic 
attention.  Asking  $115,  000.  203-423-7932  (37) 


Ognuquit/York,  Maine.  400  capacity  night  club  and 
restaurant  on  7  acres  reduced  for  quick  sale  $765,000 
to  $475,000. 

Portsmouth  New  Hampshire.  Riverfront  restaurant 
grossing  $1.2  M,  seats  160,  14  year  lease, 
$ 2600/month  plus  escalator.  $795,000 

Seacoast-area  ocean  front  restaurant  and  motel 
including  all  furnishings,  equipment  and  real  estate. 
$995,000 

York  Harbor,  Maine.  1  bedroom  condo,  fully 
applianced,  fireplace,  elevator,  overlooking  harbor 
reduced  from  $205,000  to  $138,000  for  quick  sale. 
WALLACE  ASSOCIATES  (603)  433-1650  (35) 


Gorgeous  2  family  seacaptain's  home  in  safe  chelsea 
neighborhood,  minutes  from  Boston.  Great  interior 
plus  yard  and  garage.  $169,900.  864-5203  (33) 


Movers 


Appleton  moving  company,  Inc.  Your  moving 
partner.  Low  rates.  Excellent  service.  Fast,  efficient, 
careful.  Gay  owned  and  operated.  Packing,  pianos, 
hoisting.  Boston:  641-1234  Suburbs:  246-1905 

(V19,i9) 


Apartments 


All  new  natural  1BR  apt,  hdwd,  pkg,  trees,  view, 
moonlight,  ecofem  owner  occ.  hse  on  hill,  T  &  Xwy, 
$600.  Older  one  $565  inc  all  436-2583  (35) 


Brighton-Oak  Sq.  Large  4  room  apt.  in  woner-occ. 
three-decker  conv.  to  57-Watertown-Kenmore  bus, 
perfect  for  non-smoking  single  or  couple;  cat  ok. 
600/mo.  incl.  hot  water.  Call  Mon-Thurs  eves.  782- 
4445  (33) 


Jamaica  Plain-socially  progressive,  culturally  diverse 
community:  5  1/2  rm.  apt.  in  owner  occupied, 
insulated  3-family.  Low  heat  costs.  Nr.  T.  Pets  OK. 
$700/mo.  524-7717  (33) 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7840 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine  -Diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  disease  -Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


The  most  comprehensive  and 
updated  source  of  Information  and 
organizations  in  New  England  ! 

Over  200  pages  of  contacts,  businesses  &  non-profits. 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


To  Order  in  Mass., 
call  (617)  723-5130 
In  the  U.S.,  1-800-338-6550 
MC/VISA  Welcome 


Or  send  $6.95  to:  Kennedy  Publishing,  105 
Charles  Street,  Suite  283,  Boston,  MA  02114 


GAY  TRAVEL 

VIDEO  SERIES 


Now  Available  on  VHS! 

FEATURING: 

•  Key  West 

•  Ft.  Lauderdale 

•  Provincetown 

•  Montreal 
COMING  THIS  SUMMER: 

Palm  Springs, The  Russian  River,  San  Francisco, 
New  York  City,  and  Gay  &  Lesbian  Europe _ 

Tapes  cost  $19.95  each 
Provincetown  2  part  series  $29.95 

For  information  or  to  order  a  tape  by  Mastercard  or 
VISA  in  Mats.,  call 

(617)  723-5130 

Or  in  the  U.S., 

1-800-338-6550 


Professional  Tax 
Service  in  your  home! 

Harvard  Professional  Tax  Services,  come 
to  YOUR  home.. .  the  most  convenient  way 
to  complete  your  1 990  personal  and  busi¬ 
ness  Tax  Returns. 

Comprehensive  services  Include: 
electronic  fWng .  extensions,  corporate 
and  partnership  returns. 


1  Harvard 
Professional 
Tax  Services 


For  Information  and 
appointment  phone: 
.  (617)984-0557 


Serving  the  Greater  Metro  Boston  area 


Springwater  designs 

Rings  for  Celebrating  our 
Relationships 

Handmade-18kt-14ktSterling 

BY  APPOINTMENT 
CALL  OR  SEND  $2  FOR  CATALOGUE 

PO  Box  40628  Providence  RI  02940 
(401)  273  6391  «  (617)  354  8515 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Third  floor  lesbian  owned/occupied  triple  decker.  Six 
rooms,  two  porches.  Insulated.  Multiethnic 
community.  Quiety  stree.  Near  park  and  T.  W/D  in 
basement  700+  524-5144  (35) 


Services 


MASSAGE 

Great  Massage  Full  Body  Swedish  Massage  For  the 
Relief  of  all  Tensions.  By  Professional  Gentleman 
With  Strong  Caring  Hands.  Beacon  Hill  “Carlos" 
742-2416  (40) 

DIFINITIVE  MASSAGE 

The  ultimate  full  body  massage  for  the  discerning 
individual.  Discreet  experienced  masseur  will  relieve 
all  your  tensions.  $75.00  flat  fee.  Out  call  only. 
Serving  Boston/Hartford  617-262-4801 


PCA  AVAILABLE 

To  work  late  afternoon  or  early  evening  shifts.  South 
shore/Boston  Area.  5  years  experience  in  Health 
Care — State  Certified.  Call  Dawn  between  4-6pm. 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Helppine 

267-9001  tty/voice 

6-11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 

information  •  support  • 
referral  •  crisis  intervention 


508-278-0263 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate  Wante 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  large  sunny  2BR  near  pond, 
EIK,  frplc,  2  porches,  hrdwd  floors.  Near  T.  Have  lab 
puppy.  No  more  pets.  No  smokers.  Avail,  immed. 
$375+  524-7857  (34) 


HOUSE  NEAR  NASHUA  NH 

LF  seeks  woman  to  share  house.  Garage,  private  1/2 
bath,  pool,  laundry.  Must  like  pets.  No  smokers. 
$400plus  util.  Call  603-424-3683  (25) 


SOMERVILLE 

Two  lesbians  33  &  44;  3  cats  seek  lesbian  to  share 
spacious  apartment  between  Porter  and  Davis 
convenient  4  bedrooms  porches  W/D  backyard.  We 
are  friendly  and  independent.  No  more  pets.  No 
smokers.  Available  March  1.  Rent  325+  625-4298 


JLF  seeks  LF  or  GM  to  share  cozy  apt  in  IP.  Next  to 
JP  Licks,  Pond,  T.  Porch  is  in  treetops!  Independent, 
communicative,  friendly.  Fredi  524-4252  (32) 


3BL  seek  woman  of  color  to  share  sunny,  convenient 
Cambridge  semi-coop  house  with  hardwood  floors 
and  back  yard!  Must  be  neat  and  responsible.  315+ 
287-8817  (32) 


FITCHBURG  AREA 

Wanted:  nonsmoking  L  to  share  country  farmhouse 
50  miles  from  Boston.  Wood  heat,  garden  space, 
piano,  ping  pong.  Pets  negotiable.  $300.  Barter 
possible.  508-386-7737 _ (32) 

GREAT  HOUSE  IN  JP 

Time  to  chill  out  in  JP.  3  slightly  exotic  women  (2 
L’s)  with  unusual  charm  seek  a  4th.  $270  util.  Avail 
April  1st.  Call  522-7466  (32) 


2  independent  caring  women  invite  a  third  to  share  a 
safe  bright  spacious  3  bedroom  apt.  On  2nd  floor  in 
Brighton.  Convenient  to  T  333.00+  Available  March 
1. 787-5195  (32) 


Gay  prof  female  seeks  same  to  share  lovely  2 
bedroom  apt  in  North  Andover.  Many  extras  $410 
hid.  (508)  685  6139 


SM  and  LF  seeks  non  smoking  S/G  M/F  for  large  3 
bedrm.  Somerville  close  to  Davis/Porter  Square 
$250+ utilities.  Have  2  cats  628-4613  (32) 


SAVIN  HILL 

GM  share  large  modem  condo  12  ft.  ceilings  large 
sunny  windows,  parking,  laundry  disposal, 
dishwasher.  Includes  heat,  electric,  cable  completely 
furnished.  Located  one  block  to  subway,  store,  beach 
side  of  Savin  Hill.  $150  week /  call  Doug  524-0093 

(30) 


A  GREAT  HOME  FOR  $75 

MELROSE:  Small  furnished  room  w/skylight  in 
large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  off  street  parking,  cable,  deck,  gardens, 
and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security, 
spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  minutes  to 
downtown  Boston  from  convenient  T  stop. 
Nonsmoking  male.  $75  weekly  including  utilities. 
665-6082  (30) 


Cleveland  Circle  basement  apartment  seeks 
UNTIDY  female  housemate,  23+.  Independent, 
responsible,  considerate,  respect  privacy.  Near  3  T 
lines!  $240  includes  heaL  Leabe  message  739-6566 
now.  (30) 


50MERVILLE/TEELE  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment. 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pets,  drugs. 
$275/mo.  plus  sec.  Call  628-3216.  (23) 


2  men,  1  woman  seek  4th  for  house  in  J.P.  Yard, 
parking,  near  T.  No  pets.  We  smoke  cigs.  $290  plus 
utilities.  Call  522-7054  (25) 


Ecofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcorn, 
recycling  shared  meals  seek  L/Bi  F.  $330+  Near 
Davis  Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or  623- 
0703.  No  pets,  drags,  smoke.  Min  alcohol  (23) 


3  LF  seek  4th  to  share  warm/friendly  home.  Close  to 
Orange/Green  line.  Semi  co-op.  W  have  a  dog.  $225- 
woodstove,  woodfloor  slants.  Call  522-9351  (34) 


2  LF  seek  M/F  roommate  25+,  near  Orange  line. 
W/D,  DW,  yard.  Seek  responsible  non-smoker,  must 
like  cats.  $320+  utilities.  Pagan  inquiries  welcome. 
628-7744  (34) 


HAPPY  HOUSEMATE  WANTED 

GF  seeks  GF/GM  bright  and  spacious  apt.  in 
Brookline  3bedrms  Living  room  dining  room  EIK. 
Two  Large  decks.  Off  Street  Parking  Hardwood 
floors  $325  Plus  Utilities  734-1117  (34) 


Two  LF  looking  for  lykable-dykeable  lesbo  3BR 
house  in  JP.  250+,  3  cats,  semi-veg,  smoke  +  drag 
free,  nearT,  call  Susan  522-5123  Ashley  524-9961 

(34) 


Dorchester-Two  political  lesbians  one  Jewish  one 
Jockish  want  LF  to  share  house  with  large  yard  and 
porch.  One  block  from  Ashmont  T  282-0046  (34) 


GCNs  FAX  # 

(617)  426-2723 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

Informing  the  gay  community  since  1973. 
Accomodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups, 
switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  etc. 

(area  codes  and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  4.50;  includes  Manhattan 
bar  notes  &  women's  section 
SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N  &  S 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky, 

Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico, 
Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia 
NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island, 
Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  Box  292  GCN  Village  Station. 
NY  NY  10012  212-674-0120  All  books  discreetly  by 
first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To 
list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  a  stamped,  self-addressed  business¬ 
sized  envelope.  Please  contact  us  for  prices  outside 
USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad  Day  Books,  598 
Yonge  St.  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 1Z3  416-961-4161 
(check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayello  w  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Publications 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now 
available.  This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains 
essays,  reviews,  poetry,  news  and  announcements 
concerning  the  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1  postage.  1  year  subscription 
(2  issues)  $10  to  BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641 
West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  MI  48219.(ex) 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores, 
and  that's  why  our  unique  point-of-view  has  been 
trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  over  a  decade. 
Why  not  see  for  yourself?  You  may  order  a 
subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715  (in  Illinois  call 
800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.(17.36) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues, 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625- 
7885.(ex) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's  oldest 
women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news-on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent  $15/11  issues 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee,  Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the 
Philippine  Revolution  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The 
Post-Feminist  Mystique  speech  by  PISD  (People 
with  Immune  System  Disorders);  Crack  and  Black 
Youth.  $3  including  postage.  John  Brown  Book 
Club,  POB  1422,  San  ftancisco,  CA  94114 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 


Vacations 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails,  then 
unwind  in  the  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire. 
With  20  charming  rooms,  100  mountain  acres, 
yummy  breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy,  we’re  your 
perfect  vacation  choice!  Uncrowded,  inexpensive 
downhill  skiing  nearby;  great  mid-week  discounts. 
The  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH 
03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper  (43) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown 
harbor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most 
rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR  ROUND.  7 
Winthrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (508) 
487-0094.  TJ 


100'S  OF  GAY/LESBIAN 

Destinations  and  cruises  USA/  Worldwide.  PlusI 
Super  low  packages  to  Ford  lauderdale,  Miami 
Beach,  Key  West,  Disneyworld/Epcot..  Riverwalk 
Travel  (800)  771-1777  (32) 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

SURVIVING  AND  THRIVING  WITH 
AIDS;  This  book  is  available  for  free  to 
PWAs  and  PWARCs.  just  write  to  PWAC 
Newsline,  31  W.  26th,  New  York,  NY 

10011 _ 

Part  Indian,  32,  needs  a  for  real  man  that  is 
honest  and  grown.  Please  no  lies  or  head 
games.  Just  conversation  and  affection 
maybe.  Adrin  MOORE,  10910,  Box  473, 

Westville  IN  46391. _ 

Expecting  imminent  release  from  federal 
tax  sentence  to  halfway  house  in  upstate 
NY.  Seeking  contacts,  platonic  or  sexual, 
for  employment,  future  housing  etc. 
American  Indian  and  Irish,  44, 220  lbs  well- 
endowed.  Adam  STARCHILD,  04690-067  - 

J,  Box  888,  Ashland  KY  41101 _ 

I  can  get  into  allmost  anything  if  I  enjoy  the 
person  I  am  with.  I  will  write  all  who  write 
me.  Thomas  HALL,  169-253,  Box  120, 

Lebanon  OH  45036. _ 

I'm  interested  in  meeting  people  for  corres¬ 
pondence,  not  looking  for  sexual  partners, 
nor  for  a  sugar  daddie.  Just  friendship.  I  am 
a  masculint  gay  male,  26,  uncut  top.  Please 
write  Tommy  MARTIN,  Box  21161, 

Roanoke  VA  24018 _ _ _ 

I'm  a  bisexual  male  looking  for  people  to 
write  to  from  inside  or  out  Just  looking  for 
friendship,  not  money.  Joseph 
RODRIGUEZ,  88T  2450,  Bos  149,  Attica 

NY  14011 _ 

I  am  a  known  homosexual  here  and  we  are 
having  a  contest  against  the  so-called 
straight  people  about  whose  "community" 
gives  more  support.  We  need  cards  and 
letters  to  wins  this  contest.  Please  help. 
Kyle  ANGLIN,  147480,  Box  221,  Raiford 
FL  32083  _ 


monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN’S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s  Research 
Center,  Wellesley,  MA  02181.(ex) 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do 
you  want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for 
and  about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds 
only)  U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and 
Institutions  $25.  Sliding  scale  available.  Sample 
copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St.  33,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110. 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by 
and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still 
political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No. 
236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


Vacations 


MERMAID  INN  FT  LAUDERDALE  BEACH 

Guest  rooms  efficienceis,  suites,  heated  pool,  cable 
TV.  725  N.  Birch  Rd.  Ft  Lauderdale  FL.  33304  1- 
8 00-749-DYKE  Gay  Men  Welcome  (47) 


I'm  an  American  Indian  looking  to  write 
someone.  Love  to  cook,  fish,  and  to  have 
lots  of  fun.  Elton  TOUPS,  130773,  Camp  H 
Unit  1,  LA  State  Prison,  Angola  LA  70712. 
GLM,  seeking  other  gays  to  correspond 
with.  Race  or  age  doesn't  matter.  Can't  write 
prisoners.  Jesus  Alberto  PALACIOS, 

312440,  Wynne,  Huntsville  TX  77349 _ 

Seeking  GBM  for  some  good  corres¬ 
pondence  and  maybe  a  little  more.  I  love  to 
dance.  I'm  from  Iowa.  Mark  "Dee” 
DIEDRICK,  Box  B,  Anamosa  IA  52205._ 
Looking  for  TVs  and  TSs  to  writ  in  hope  of 
getting  something  going,  something  so  I  can 
come  to  you  when  I"m  out  (soon).  I'm  easy 
going  and  a  hard  worker.  Richard 
JOHNSON,  25132,  Hosp  Dr  No.,  #23, 
Orofino  ID  83544 _ 


PAMPER  YOUR5ELF  IN  P-TOWN 

Beautiful  fireplaced  rooms  with  hardwood  floors, 
and  color  T.V.'s.  Wonderful  fireplaced  cottages 
available.  Included  are  daily  maid  service,  parking, 
and  delicous  gourmet  breakfasts.  Five  minute  walk 
to  town  center,  one  block  from  ocean.  Off  season 
rates  from  March  29-  May  23.  Bradford  Gardens  Inn, 
178  Bradford  SL  Provincetown,  MA  02657  (508) 
487-1616  (38) 


I've  been  told  by  many  that  I  am  handsome, 
love  basketball,  active  in  sports.  I  have  a 
year  left  to  do  in  prison.  I  am  27,  go  by  the 
name  of  JJ,  and  would  like  to  correspond 
with  other  gay  men.  I  don't  want  any 
money,  just  friendship.  Sorry,  can’t  write 
other  prisoners.  Joe  Jones,  #B-062355,  P.O. 
Box  875,  Correctional  Mental  Health 
Institute,  Chattahoochee,  Florida.  32324. 


Organizations 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women's  meeting  at  6:45.  Call  1- 
800-42-BAGLY  for  info.(15.32) 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O. 
Box  1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.(15.48) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976 
or  write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St  SF,  CA, 
94114.(16.1) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York, 
NY  10018(7) 


“TO  ALL  THOSE  IN  AN0  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE ” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Women  Seeking  Friends 

<3? 

The  ACT/UP  New  York  Women  and 
AIDS  Book  Collective  would  like  to 
let  women  in  prison  know  they  can 
get  a  FREE  copy  of  our  book: 
Women,  AIDS, 

and  Activism,  Including  a  chapter 
on  the  women  of  ACE  program  at 
Bedford  Hills  prison  in  NY.  Write 
ACT  UP  NY,  496A  Hudson  St.  G4, 
New  York  NY 

10014._i_i_ _ 

My  ambition  is  to  be  come  a  good  singer.  I 
also  like  working  out,  softball,  and  being 
with  the  right  woman.  Please  write.  Lois 
WHITE,  B  151976,  #453,  Box  8540, 
Pembroke  Pines  FL 

33024. _ 

I've  received  your  paper  for  the  last  two 
years  and  really  enjoy  it!  Please  run  an  ad 
for  me.  Lonely  fern  wishes  to  write  .  Fun 
loving  and  very  open.  Judy  DOSTY, 
21551,  Box  1508,  Chowchilla  CA 


Semi-feminine  gay  man,  22,  likes  to  write 
poetry,  would  like  to  hear  from  gay  men  in 
the  free  world.  I'm  not  prejudiced,  like  all 
sorts  of  men.  Rolland  D.  Sebert,  #186945, 
Marquette  Branch  Prison,  P.  O.  Box  779, 
Marquette,  Michigan,  49855. 


Incarcerated  for  being  gay,  fun,  and  having 
a  boy  for  a  best  friend  and  lover.  I  like 
helping  people  helping  themselves;  being 
an  environmentalist  and  mentor.  Strong 
desire  to  be  advocate  for  rights  of  gay 
youth.  Love:  exploring  caves,  outdoors, 
heavy  metal,  aviation,  arts,  more.  Chris 
Cahpman,  #17628,  P.O.  Box  1989,  Ely, 

Nevada,  89301. _ 

Athletic  and  outgoing  gay  male.  Would  like 
to  hear  from  other  prisoners  and  "free 
world”  people  also.  Gays,  TVA’S,  queens  or 
straight,  doesn't  matter,  just  be  level¬ 
headed.  Looking  for  friends  to  correspond 
with.  Will  be  locked  up  about  2  more  yrs. 
Write  me  anything;  I'll  listen  and  repond. 
Chris  Lee,  #537642,  Wynne,  Huntsville,  TX 

77349. _ 

Looking  for  a  romantic  man  to  sweep  me 
off  my  feet  I  prefer  to  go  by  "Stephanie”, 
interests  include  reading,  movies,  camping, 
computers,  and  especially  cuddling.  Please 
write!  P.S.  David  in  Boston,  please  keep 
writing.  Steven  Brown,  E-64731,  120-1- 
35u,  P.  O.  Box  9,  AvenaL  CA  93204. 


Lonely  gay  man,  seeks  pen  pals  who  enjoy 
j/o  letters.  I  do  not  want  s/m.  I  will  answer 
all  correspondence,  any  age/size/color. 
Write  to  Bill  Bargy,  Box  1010-44880, 
Canon  City,  CO  81215-1010. 


Gay  male,  29,  very  straight  appearing,  into 
quality  friendship/maybe  more.  Parole  in 
one  year.  Not  into  games  or  freak  letters. 
Sincere  and  caring  individual.  Can  write 
other  inmates.  Your  photo  gets  mine,  Write 
soon.  George  Cahoon,  P.O.  Box  43, 
Norfolk,  MA  02056. 
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14  March,  Boston  ♦  Pure  PolyEsthen  A  Biblical  Burlesque  opens  for  a  two- 
week  run.  The  show,  which  features  7  new  songs,  is  a  sexy,  political  comic  romp 
through  the  biblical  story  of  Esther.  Written  by  Abe  Rybeck,  directed  by  Joe  Byers  and 
presented  by  Boston's  Theatre  Offensive.  Runs  Thurs.-Sun.,  March  14-17  and  21-24 
at  The  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts.  541  Tremont  St  $9.50  reserved,  $1 1.50  at  door. 
For  info  and  reservations  423-0942.  Pictured  (Pr)  Rybeck  and  Damien  Thibodeaux 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos  encouraged. 
Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please  use  our  format 
as  a  guide  for  listings.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows;  we 
regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submission.  No 
phone  calls,  please! 

9  Saturday 

Nashua,  NH  ♦  Legal  Workshop.  Sponsored  by  Gay 
Info  Line  of  NH.  Find  out  about  the  NH  Hate  Crimes 
Bill.  Time  and  info:  (603)  S9S-2650. 

Cambridge  ♦  Wild  Women  Ski  Trip  to  Wildcat. 
Sponsored  by  DOB.  Info  and  carpool:  (508)  532-3069. 

Provincetown  ♦  P’town  Positive  /  PWA  Coalition 
Singles  Tea.  Second  Saturday  each  month.  3:30  to  6:30 
pjn.  St  Mary’s  of  the  Harbor. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Singles’  Meeting.  7  p.m.  DOB, 
Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave.  $1.  661- 
3633. 

Boston  ♦  Am  Tikva's  Fourteenth  Anniversary 
Celebration.  7:30  p.m.  to  midnight  Temple  Israel.  $20 
per  person.  Advanced  reservations  required:  926- 
2536. 

Boston  ♦  Girth  and  Mirth  PJ  Social.  7:30  p.m.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury.  $10.  Bring  your  PJ's! 

Norton,  MA  ♦  Wheaton  College  Women’s  Music 
Festival:  Casselberry  &  Dupree;  M’Liss  Opening.  8  p.m. 
$10.  Junct  Rts.  140  and  123.  (508)  285-7722  x222  or 
(508)  285-0933. 

Salem  ♦  “Crimes  of  the  Heart”  Benefits  AIDS  Care 
North.  8  p.m.  Upstairs  at  Chase  House,  Pickering 
Wharf.  $10.  3/1,  2,  8,  and  9  in  Salem.  Advance  tickets: 
Wharf  Rat  Prods.  (508)  745-9679. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  L/G  Contra/Square  Dancing.  Smoke- 
drug-free.  8  to  1 1  p.m.;  beginners’  lessons  7:30  p.m. 
First  Church  of  J.P,  comer  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  Band: 
Swinging  on  a  Gate  $6.  Info  and  directions:  Janet  522- 
2216,  Phil  729-9206,  or  Scott  536-2014. 

Dorchester  ♦  Boys  Choir  of  Harlem.  8  p.m.  Strand 
Theater,  543  Columbia  Rd.  Tickets  $  1 5  and  $  1 2  at 
Strand  and  via  Ticketron.  282-8000. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  Concert  With 
Gay  Men’s  Chorus  of  Washington  and  the  Denver  Gay 
Men’s  Chorus:  275  voices!  Symphony  Hall.  8  p.m. 
Tickets  and  info:  247-BGMC 

1 0  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  “Hot  Young,  and  Health/’  at  Buddies.  18+ 
party  sponsored  by  AAC  Literature  and  discussions. 
Buddies,  5 1  Stuart  St,  426-3771 
Brookline  ♦  Swing  and  Ballroom  Dance  Classes  for 
G/L/B  People.  Eight-week  sessions  begin  for  all  levels. 
Info:  Sara  Brodsky  522- 1444. 

Boston  ♦  "The  Spirituality  of  Civil  Disobedience.” 
Comm.  Church  of  Boston,  565  Boylston  St  (Copley 
Sq.).  1 1  a.m.  266-6710. 

Boston  ♦  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  Monthly  Mtg. 
and  Potluck  “Another  Country.  An  Outside  View.” 
Phillips  Brooks  Hs,  Harvard  Yd.  I  to  5  p.m.  Info:  Craig 
321-4382  or  Mauri  265-5269. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes’  Dialog:  Making  and  Keeping  Friends 
When  In  A  Relationship.  4  p.m.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St  247-2927. 

Braintree  ♦  G/L  Alliance  of  S.  Shore  Monthly  Mtg. 
Guest  spkr.  from  Queer  Nation.  Unitarian  (All  Souk) 
Church.  6  to  8  p.m. 

1 1  Monday 

Cambridge  ♦  The  Harvey  Milk  Movie.  B/G/L 
Awareness  Days  (BGLAD)  week  at  MIT.  7  p.m.  Bldg.  6, 
Rm.  120.253-5440. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap:  Book  Review.  8  to  10  p.m. 
Women’s  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

1 2  Tuesday 

Medford  Radio  ♦  “We  The  People”:  "Women  and 
AIDS.”  Part  of  a  series  in  special  honor  of  Women’s 
Herstory  Month,  March  1991.  Sheila  Parks.  WMFO 
91.5  FM.  7  to  9  a.m.  625-0800. 

Cambridge  ♦  Everything  You  Ever  Wanted  to  Know 
About  Sexuality,  But  Were  Afraid  To  Ask.  Panel 
discussion  B/G/L  Awareness  Days  (BGLAD)  week  at 
MIT.  Noon.  MIT  Student  Ctr.  84  Mass.  Ave  253-5440. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Identity  and  the  Construction 
of  Sexuality.  B/G/L  Awareness  Days  (BGLAD)  week  at 
MIT.  6  pm  Bldg.  6,  Rm  120  (nr.  Kendall  T).  253-5440. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  L/G*s.  Second 
Tuesday  each  month.  Harriet  Tubman  House,  566 
Columbus  Ave  (Mass.  Ave  &  Columbus).  6:30  p.m. 
Info:  David  424-6989. 

Arlington  ♦  Parents  and  Friends  of  L/G’s.  Second 
Tuesday  each  month  at  first  Parish  Unitarian  Church, 


630  Mass.  Ave  7:15  p.m.  Info:  547-2440  or  (508)  562- 
5807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Three  Videos  by  Richard  Fung:  “Chinese 
Characters”  (gay  Asian  spectatorship  in  gay  male 
porn),  “Steam  Clean"  (safer  sex),  and  “Fighting 
Chance”  about  Asians  with  AIDS.  8  p.m.  Bldg.  6,  room 
120,  MIT.  253-3599. 

1 3  Wednesday 

Cambridge  ♦  Movie:  “Tongues  Untied.”  B/G/L 
Awareness  Days  (BGLAD)  week  at  MIT.  Noon.  MIT 
Student  Ctr.,  84  Mass.  Ave.  253-5440. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Professional  Alliance: 
“Homosexuality  in  Journalism,”  with  Kay  Longcope.  6 
p.m.  socializing  and  cocktails,  7:30  p.m.  dinner  and 
presentation.  Tremont  Hs„  Tremont  St.,  Theater 
District  $15. 

Boston  ♦  Mass.  G/L  Political  Caucus  Monthly 
Membership  Mtg.  6:30  p.m.  Arlingtoh  Street  Church 
(use  the  Boylston  St  entrance). 

Cambridge  ♦  Race  and  Culture  in  the  G/L/B 
Community.  B/G/L  Awareness  Days  (BGLAD)  week  at 
MIT.  Panel  disc.  7  p.m.  Bldg.  6,  Rm.  120  (nr.  Kendall  T). 
253-5440. 

Boston  ♦  "From  All  Walks  of  Life  ‘91”  Volunteer 
Kickoff.  7  p.m.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus.  Info: 
Carol  Cosenza,  Volunteer  Mgr.  437-6200  x35l. 

Boston  ♦  Time  for  Reflection  and  Prayer  During  Lent 
MCC  7  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  Sl  427-0420. 

Cambridge  ♦  Women  and  AIDS.  Kattie  Portis,  Comm. 
Rel  Dir.  for  WARN  (Women's  AIDS  Risk  Network). 
7:30  p.m.  Christ  Church,  Zero  Garden  St  876-0200. 

Boston  ♦  Triangle  Theatre  Company  Opening: 
“Beyond  Therapy."  Two  muddled  analysts  attempt  to 
deal  with  a  couple's  sexual  confusioa  Opening  tonight 
8  p.m.;  runs  through  April  13,  Weds,  through  Sat 
evenings.  Paramount  Penthouse  Theater,  58  Berkeley 
St.  (above  GCN),  near  Back  Bay  T.  Tickets  $15 
through  Bostix  723-5 181. 426-3550. 

1 4  Thursday 

Cambridge  ♦  "My  Best  Friend  Just  Told  Me."  Open 
discussion  B/G/L  Awareness  Days  (BGLAD)  week  at 
MIT.  Noon.  MIT  Student  Ctr,  84  Mass.  Ave.,  PDR  I 
and  1 253-5440. 

Dorchester  ♦  G/L  Concerns  Committee  of  SEIU  Local 
509.  Second  Thursday  each  month.  Union  office,  5 
Howard  Johnson  Plaza.  6:30  p.m.  Info:  282-2509. 

Boston  ♦  Pure  PolyEsther.  See  3/17. 

Cambridge  ♦  Queer  Jeopardy.  Real  buzzers!  B/G/L 
Awareness  Days  (BGLAD)  week  at  MIT.  7  p.m.  Bldg.  6, 
Rm.  120  (nr.  Kendall  T).  253-5440. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbians  Choosing  Children.  7:30  p.m. 
Women’s  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Dorchester  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  Bizziness  Mtg. 
Brent’s  home.  7:30  p.m.  All  welcome.  Info:  Hotline 
825-3737. 

Boston  ♦  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Against  Defamation.  General  meeting  second  Thursday 
each  month.  The  Center  rm.  201  338  Newbury  St  8 
p.m.  Info:  492-4639. 

1 5  Friday 

Boston  ♦  AIDS  Mastery  Workshop.  3/1 5,  16,  17. 
Northern  Lights  Alternatives.  423-3035. 

Boston  ♦  Pure  PolyEsther.  See  3/17. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lea  Delaria  (Boston  comedienne).  B/G/L 
Awareness  Days  (BGLAD)  week  at  MIT.  7:30  p.m. 
Bldg.  IO.Rm.250. 253-5440. 

Gloucester  ♦  “Crimes  of  the  Heart"  Benefits  Cape 
Ann  AIDS  Task  Force.  8  p.m.  At  Gloucester  Stage  Co. 
$10.  3/15,  16,  22,  and  23  in  Gloucester.  Advance 
tickets:  Wharf  Rat  Prods.  (508)  745-9679. 

Brookline  ♦  Shabbat  Services.  Am  Tikva.  8  p.m. 
Workmen's  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St  Bring  something 
sweet  /  dairy  /  veggie  for  oneg.  926-2536. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series  At  The  Center 
“Maurice."  8  p.m.  BYO  Munchies.  $1  The  Boston  G/L 
Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury  St  247-2927. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Ballroom  Dance  for  L/GM  and  Friends. 
8:30  to  1 1:30  p.m.  First  Church  or  J.P,  Centre  and 
Eliot  Sts.  Info:  Jason  Thomas  859-9455. 

1 6  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  “Once  Upon  Our  Time”:  Multicultural  Story 
Hour  for  Children  (3-8)  of  G/L  Parents  and  Friends. 
Third  Saturday  each  month.  New  Words  Bookstore, 
186  Hampshire  St,  Inman  St  10  to  1 1:15  a_m.  Umited 
space.  Sign  up:  Marian  or  Jenifer  267-0900. 

Boston  ♦  Book  Sale  at  The  Center,  with  Readings  by 
Local  Authors.  2/16  1 1  a.m.  to  5  p.m.;  2/17  noon  to  5 
p.m.  338  Newbury  St.  To  benefit  Pride  Comm. 
Donations  and  info:  262-3149. 


Springfield  ♦  2nd  Annual  NEGAL  Jamboree.  NE  G/L 
Contra  Dance  Society.  2  to  9:30  p.m.  MacDuffle 
School,  Maple  St  Dinner  break  5  to  6:30;  eat  out  or 
bring  something  for  a  potluck.  $  14.  (508)  460-9261 

Boston  ♦  Prime  Timers,  an  organization  for  older  gay 
men:  "Gaybashing,"  with  speaker  Det  Sgt  William 
Johnston.  2  to  4  p.m.  Lindemann  Health  Ctr,  25 
Stanford  St 

Boston  ♦  Pure  PolyEsther.  See  3/17. 

Gloucester  ♦  "Crimes  of  the  Heart”  Benefits  Cape 
Ann  AIDS  Task  Force.  8  p.m.  At  Gloucester  Stage  Co. 
$10.  3/15,  16,  22,  and  23  in  Gloucester.  Advance 
tickets:  Wharf  Rat  Prods.  (508)  745-9679. 

Boston  ♦  Women’s  Coffeehouse:  Doshie  Powers. 
Socialize  7  p.m.;  show  8  p.m.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St  $5,247-2927. 

Cambridge  ♦  BGLAD  Dance.  B/G/L  Awareness  Days 
week  at  MIT.  9  p.m.  to  I  a.m.  Student  Ctr,  84  Mass. 
Ave.  $4. 253-5440. 

1 7  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  AIDS  Mastery  Workshop.  3/15,  16,  17. 
Northern  Lights  Alternatives  423-3035. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Writers’  Group.  I  to  3  p.m. 
DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes’  Dialoge:  Choosing  Children.  4  p.m. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  247-2927. 

N.  Easton  ♦  SMUUGLe  (SE  Mass.  Unitarian  Univ. 
G/L/etc.):  Viewing  of  "Torch  Song  Trilogy.”  6  p.m. 
Third  Sun.  of  every  month.  Directions:  344-7030. 

Boston  ♦  St  Patrick’s  Day  Dinner  at  Buddies.  Corned 
beef  and  cabbage.  6  p.m.  5 1  Stuart  St  426-3771 

Boston  ♦  Pure  PolyEsther.  "A  Biblical  burlesque.” 
3/14,  15,  16,  17,  21,  21  23,  and  24.  8  p.m.  Thurs  and 
Fri,  7  and  1 0  p.m.  Sat,  7  p.m.  Sun.  Boston  Ctr.  for  the 
Arts  Black  Box  Theater,  541  Tremont  Tickets  $9.50 
in  advance  at  Glad  Day  or  $1 1.50  at  door.  Tickets, 
info,  wheelchair  access:  423-0942. 

1 8  Monday 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Partners  and  Ex-Partners  of 
Incest  Survivors.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Women’s  Ctr,  46 
Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  /  Boston  Community  Church 
of  Boston,  Copley  Square  above  Back  Bay  Bistro.  7:30 
p.m,  first  and  third  Mondays  each  month.  Info:  577- 
8123. 

1 9  Tuesday 

Framingham  ♦  Framingham  G/L  Youth  Group.  People 
22  and  under,  meets  first  and  third  Tuesdays  each 
month.  Gvic  League  Bldg,  214  Concord  St  6  to  7:30 
p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426,  S.Framingham,  MA 
01701. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  Feelings  About  The 
War.  7  to  9  p.m.  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  354- 
8807. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston:  “Accentuate 
the  Positive:  Recent  Success  Stories.”  Open  disc  8  to 
10  p.m.  Lindemann  Ctr,  25  Stanford  St,  Boston  Rm. 
(Plaza  Lvl.).  742-7897. 

20  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Time  for  Reflection  and  Prayer  During  Lent 
MCC  7  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  427-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force  7 
p.m.  Boston  NOW  office  971  Comm.  Ave  782-1056. 

Boston  ♦  “Oral  Sex  Between  Men:  How  Safe  Is  It?”  A 
forum  sponsored  by  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  7  to 
9  p.m.  Community  Church,  565  Boylston.  437-6200 
x499. 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth.  Open  to  G/L/B  youth  21  and  under.  First  and 
third  Wednesday  each  month.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Rd.  7p.m.  Info:  (508)755-0005. 

21  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  “Beyond  AIDS  101,"  an  overview  of  AIDS 
and  HIV.  Third  Thursday  each  month.  AAC  Rm.  401, 
131  Clarendon  Sc  Info:  437-6200  *264. 

Boston  ♦  Pure  PolyEsther.  See  3/24  or  3/17. 

Boston  ♦  “Issues  Faced  by  HIV-Negative  Gay  Men.” 
Workshop  spons.  by  AAC  and  FCHC.  7  to  9  p.m.  Old 
South  Church  Guild  Rm.  (4th  flr.),  645  Boylston.  437- 
6200  x499  or  269-0900  x241 

Northampton  ♦  Valley  Gay  Alliance.  First  and  third 
Thursdays  each  month.  Basement  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  22  Main  Sc  7:30p.m.  (413)  527-5310. 


22  Friday 

Boston  ♦  Girth  and  Mirth  Tupperware  Party.  7:30 
p.m.  At  Rich’s.  Directions:  846-8441  To  buy  or  sell 
T  upperware:  Jay  277-652 1 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series  At  The  Center 
“Zorro,  the  Gay  Blade.”  8  p.m.  BYO  Munchies.  $1 
The  Boston  G/L  Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury  Sc  247- 
2927. 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  a.m.  Also:  Tues.  1115  p.m. 
at  MHQ  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  282-0013. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4  to 
6p.m.  338  Newbury  St,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrideTime  —  Boston  G/L  TV,  with  Jim 
Voltz.  7:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood  Network, 
channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on  Cambridge  Cable 
Channel  19,  7  p.m.  Tuesdays,  and  on  other  systems; 
check  your  listings. 

Sundays 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilitiies.  Noon  at 
Boston  City  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  ♦  BAGLY  Drop-In  Center.  (BAGLY  =  Boston 
Alliance  of  G/L  Youth.)  Sc  John  the  Evangelist  Church, 
35  Bowdoin.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  Sc  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
1 0:30pm-130am.  Lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWAs  and 
Friends.  About  100  people  with  AIDS  and  their  friends 
meet  every  Monday  at  AIDS  ACTION  for  dinner.  No 
reservations  required.  6  p.m.  AIDS  ACTION,  131 
Clarendon  Sc  437-6200. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8  p.m. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  Sc  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap.  The  Women’s  Center. 
46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center,  YWCA, 
140  Clarendon  Sc  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Arc  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7:1 5  p.m.  266-0628. 

Wednesdays 

Hyde  Park  ♦  Women’s  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m.  Info:  Janice  326- 
1600  x350. 

Boston  ♦  Informal  Mtg.  with  Mayor  Flynn's  liaison  to 
the  Gay  Community.  Ann  Sanders  will  be  available  2  to 
6  p.m.  each  Wednesday.  No  appt.  necessary,  but  Ms. 
Sanders  can  be  reached  at  725-3485. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  Sc  New 
persons’  meeting  6p.m.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30p.m.  (800) 
42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
Sc  6:30  to  8  p.m.  354-8807. 

Thursdays 

Boston  ♦  The  Coalition  for  L/G  Civil  Rights.  Meets 
every  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm  20 2K.  338  Newbury 
Sc  6:30  to  8p.m.  828-3039. 

PProvincetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly  Rap 
Sessioa  7:30.  155  Bradford  Sc  Peer  led.  (508)  487- 
3998. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  Sc  266- 1 1 29. 

Fridays 

Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come  stuff 
the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  Sc  5  p.m.  426-4469. 


H— —  Hindsights 

Like  a  prayer 

Derek  Jarman's  new  film  The  Garden,  juxtaposes  camp 
and  crucifixes,  madonnas  and  whores 


Scene  from  the  Garden 


The  Garden 

Written  and  directed  by  Derek  Jarman. 

Photography  by  Derek  Jarman  and  Christopher 
Hughes.  Musical  score  by  Simon  Fisher  Turner. 

With  Tilda  Swinton,  Johnny  Mills,  Philip 
MacDonald,  Roger  Cook,  Kevin  Collins.  At  the 
Brattle  Theater,  64  Brattle  Street,  Cambridge, 

Mass.  Part  of  “The  Cutting  Edge  III"  Rim  Series. 
March  12at8:00  p.m.and March  Wat 9:50p.m. 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 

Sex,  art  and  salvation  have  always  been 
the  cinematic  themes  of  openly  gay 
British  director  Derek  Jarman.  From  his 
1975  film  Sebastiane  (in  which  a 
straight-arrowed  Roman  soldier  discovers 
gayness  and  god  just  before  he  is  shot  full  of 
arrows  and  becomes  a  saint),  to  the  1986 
Carvaggio  (where  some  highly  decorative 
eros  and  evil  lurks  behind  the  chiaroscuro  of 
the  infamous  Renaissance  artist),  Jarman  has 
been  fascinated  at  looking  at  how 
Christianity  continuously  defines,  most  of  the 
time  damns,  and  sometimes  even  defies  our 
desires. 

Careening  between  disgust  and  devotion, 
camp  and  compulsion,  Jarman  has  had  a 
love/hate  relationship  with  Anglo- 
Christianity  that  not  only  fuels  his  artistic 
visions  but  clearly  turns  him  on  as  well.  He 
seems  to  keep  falling  off  the  Recovering- 
Catholic  wagon  and  landing  back  on  the  altar. 
The  problem  is  that  he  can’t  decide  if  he  is 
back  there  to  worship  or  be  sacrificed. 

The  Garden  is,  by  far,  the  most  conflicted 
of  Jarman’s  homo-christian  meditations.  It  is 
also  the  most  successful  in  conveying  the 
extremes  of  his  emotions  and  beliefs.  The 
film  is  simultaneously  an  extravagant 
camp/somber  look  at  AIDS,  a  reverential 
vision  of  Christ  and  a  travesty  of  mainstream 
Christian  iconography.  Jarman  is  not  afraid  to 
juxtapose  the  most  extraordinary  images  (a 
drag  queen  playing  Mary  Magdalene  kisses 
the  feet  of  two  male  lovers  who  are  suffering 
the  torments  of  Christ’s  passion)  with  the 
most  nerve-rending  (the  director  himself  in  a 
hospital  bed  doubled  over  in  pain)  as  he 
attempts  to  catch  us  in  the  grip  of  his  own 
personal  hallucinations  and  fears. 

Although  The  Garden  has  clear 
implications  and  meanings,  it  is  not,  by  any 
means,  a  narrative  film.  Shot  almost  entirely 
on  the  beach  in  Dungeness  on  the  Kent 
(where  Jarman  lives),  the  film  is  a  frenzied 
collection  of  imaoes  sounds  and  mnsic  that 


built — sometimes  haphazardly — to  an 
emotional  crisis  of  faith. 

Taking  the  New  Testament  as  a  point  of 
departure,  Jarman  begins  by  telling  die  story 
of  Christ  but  soon  substitutes  two  gay  male 
lovers  in  the  lead  role.  At  first  seen  in  an 
idyllic  situation  that  is  more  romantic  than 
sexual,  they  are  soon  set  upon  by  a  number  of 
oppressors.  These  range  from  demented 
Santa  Clauses  singing  crazed  carols  to  opera¬ 
singing  gangsters.  Eventually  the  couple  is 
pilloried,  tortured  and  crucified. 

The  action  goes  from  the  Garden  of  Eden 
to  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  with  hardly  a 
resting  place  in  between.  Intercut  with  these 
more  literal  scenes  are  images  of  a  forlorn 
looking  Jesus  (who  seems  to  be  taking  pity 
on  the  tribulations  of  the  two  lovers),  as  well 
as  shots  of  the  ocean  and  the  rocky,  desolate 
shoreline.  There  is  very  little  that  is 
comforting  here — nature  is  as  seemingly 
harsh  as  the  actions  of  the  humans  in  the 


film — but  Jarman  is  not  looking  for  comfort 
and  seems  to  have  given  up  all  hope  of  a 
quick-fix  salvation. 

Although  Jarman  has  stated  that  The 
Garden  is  not  specifically  about  AIDS,  it  is 
clear  that  this  is  the  overriding  and  intrinsic 
key  to  the  film.  Jarman  has  been  very  open 
about  his  own  health  status — he  tested  HIV 
positive  several  years  ago  and  has  spent  at 
least  a  year  of  that  time  quite  ill  with  AIDS- 
related  illnesses.  The  Garden  seems  to  be  an 
attempt  to  come  to  terms  not  so  much  with 
his  own  personal  health  but  with  what  it 
might  mean  to  create  art  as  a  person  with 
AIDS.  For  it  is  always  Jarman-the-artist  who 
is  in  control.  The  Garden  is  about  AIDS,  but 
it  is  also,  one  might  even  say,  mostly  about 
art. 

One  of  the  most  telling  and  moving 
moments  in  Rosa  von  Praunheim’s  film 
Silence  =  Death  came  during  an  interview 
with  Phil  Zwickler,  a  PWA.  Zwickler 


challenged  the  HIV  negative  director  as  to 
why  he  was  even  making  the  film.  It  wasn’t 
just  that  Zwickler  felt  that  he  might  be 
exploited  (although  that  was  clearly  the 
subtext),  but  he  was  questioning  the  very 
connections  between  personal  experience  and 
representation,  between  being  inside  that 
subject  matter  or  being  merely  an  observer. 
As  a  director,  Jarman  could  never  be  accused 
of  this,  his  film  style  has  always  been 
intensely  personal  and  idiosyncratic.  Trained 
as  a  painter  and  designer,  he  has  always 
placed  narrative  and  emotional  text  second  to 
the  look  and  feel  of  the  image.  The  Garden  is 
no  different,  and  while  AIDS  (and  the 
director’s  health)  is  clearly  the  impetus  for 
the  film,  it  rests  uneasily  in  the  background. 

This  makes  watching  The  Garden  an 
uncomfortable,  although  perhaps  even  more 
riveting,  experience.  While  we  know  full 
well  what  is  on  Jarman’s  mind,  he  seems 
unwilling  (or  unable)  to  let  it  come  to  the 
forefront.  Even  the  most  brilliant  of  his 
images — a  drag  queen  lipsynching  Kay 
Thompson’s  “Think  Pink”  number  from 
Funny  Face  while  a  montage  of  gay  pride 
marches  is  flashed  behind  her;  the  Virgin  and 
Child  being  pursued  by  ghastly  news 
photographers — seem  overly  coded.  They  are 
at  once  obvious,  yet  too  personal  to  be 
completely  accessible.  While  at  times  this 
annoys  or  even  infuriates  us,  it  ultimately 
draws  us  into  both  the  film  and  Jarman’s 
frenzied,  slightly  disoriented  state  of  mind. 
The  director  seems  to  be  asking  “Can  you 
make  a  coherent  film  about  having  AIDS?” 
and  the  answer  is  “You  can’t.” 

The  Garden  is  not  an  easy  film  to 
watch — although  its  90  minutes  go  quickly; 
it  demands  a  good  deal  of  attention  and 
thought  Jarman  is  one  of  the  most  important 
directors  working  today  and  The  Garden  is 
certainly  one  of  his  most  provocative  works. 
But  beyond  that,  it  is  an  important  film 
because  it  consciously  articulates  what  it 
means  to  be  a  person  with  AIDS  and  an 
artist,  to  attempt  to  make  artistic  sense  out  of 
something  which  feels  senseless.  A  great  deal 
of  The  Garden  is  breathtakingly 
beautiful — sometimes  shocking  and  often 
quite  funny.  It  combines  many  images  and 
techniques  of  what  many  theorists  have  come 
to  think  of  as  gay  male  sensibility  and  has 
refashioned  them,  shaped  them,  into  a  new 
level  of  seriousness  and  pain.  Not  all  of  The 
Garden  is  easy  or  pleasing,  but  Jarman’s 

Continued  on  page  9 
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Untied  & 
Flesh  &  Poper 


3:35 

Sisters  In 
Jazz: 

3  Films 


3:45 


Desire 


5:15 

Porting 

Glances 


5:35 

In  &  Out  Of 
Love  Series: 
4  Films 


9:15 

Tongues  Untied 
& 

Flesh  &  Paper 


APRIL  5-14 


Fri 

AAA&AAAAAAA 

ZkAAAAAAAAA 

6AAAAAAAAAA 

7:00 

8:30 

10:20 

AAAAAAAAAA 

AAAAAAAAAAA 

Comrades  In  Arms 

Because 

Pink 

4/5 

AAAAAAAAAA 

AAAAAAAAAAA 

& 

The  Dawn 

Norcissus 

AAAAAAAAAA 

AAAAAAAAAAA 

Flames  Of  Passion 

&  Nocturne 

6:00 

Common 

Threads 

7:35 

November 

Moon 

9:40 

Desire 

6:00 

Another 

Way 

8:05 

The  Films  of 
Su  Friedrich: 

3  Films 

9:55 

Friends 

Forever 

6:00 

Looking  For 
Langston 
&  Trojons 

7:35 

Because  The 
Dawn& 
Nocturne 

9:20 

Parting 

Glances 

6:00 

Desert 

1  Hearts 

7:55 

Beyond 

Gravity 

8.  Night  Out 

9:50 

Virgin 

Machine 

7:00 

Friends 

Forever 

8:50 

Because  The 
Dawn  & 
Nocturne 

10:45 

Pink 

Norcissus 

7:30 

Coming 

Out 

9:40 

Longtime  Companion 

^  •  TA  •  VA  •  TA  •  r  A  •  r  A  •  V  A  •  T  A  mr  A  •  T  A  •  T  A  %  ^  ^ 

•  k 


I 


The  Brattle  Theatre 

40  Brattle  Street,  Cambridge 
In  The  Heart  of  Harvard  Square 

(617)  868-3416 


k  •  r  a  •  r  a  •  v  j  •  r  a  •  r  a  •  r  a  •  r  a  •  r  a  •  r  a  •  r  a  •  k  H  k 


’i  ■  ^ 
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Looking  for  Langston 


Tiny  A  Ruby 


Our  Special  Thanks  to  the  Gay  Community  News  for  their  generosity  and  technical  assistance. 


IKE  NEW  IESIIVM 

NATIONAL  GAY 

AND  LESBIAN 


FILM  TONNE 


